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HE Intention of the Aurhok, in this 
Treatiſe, being chiefly to give In- 
| ftruttions to ſuch who are called into 

the Work of the Miniſtry, and to the Elders 
of the Church, how to conduct themſelves in 
their Care over them whilſt Young in the 
Miniſtry, it is not thought fit to be made fo 
generally Publick, as fuch Tracts which are 
intended for a general Benefit, which may in 
ſome degree concern all, and are of that uni- 
verſal Nature, that every Member of Society 
bought to be acquainted with, in order for their 

Government and Practice; but as it is not 
tße Will of the All-wiſe Diſpoſer, who governs 

bis Houſe (which is bis Church) in Wiſdom, 

nor the Order of his Providence, to give the 

like Gifts to all, but as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, He 

gave ſome, Apoſtles ; ; and fome, Evange- rde iv 
liſts; and ſome, Paſtors and Teschen 

_ he appainted to the Work of the 


A 2 Miniſtry, 


TE © 
Miniſtry, for the perfecting of the Saints 
(or thoſe in whom the Work of Sanctification 
was begun) and the Edification of the Church. 


Now as it was with the Head Chriſt Feſus, 

leb. . 4. fo it is with his Miniflers, for No Mag 
taketh this Honour unto himſelf, but he 

that is called of God, as was Aaron, as ſaith 

the Apoſtle. And therefore Advice, adapted 

70 bar States, Trials, and Temptations of ſuch, 

obi are under the Preparation of the divine 
Hand, to ſhun the Dangers and Miſtakes, 
1 and ſurmount the Difficulties which they may 
1 be liable to, who may have made farther 

= Nrogreſs in it, may be of great Service ta 

them; though to others, who are not called 

L | to this M. — it may be in many reſpetts as 
7 a Book ſealed. Which Advice, is as an 


Hand of Help held forth, and is of Service 


S | - many Times 7 the Honeſt, but Doubtful En- 

A  guarer, who is like the Traveller in an unknown 
Path, often befet with many Fears of ling 
his Way; and as it is a kind Office, and 
What calls for Reſpect from all who ſtand in 
need of it, ſo it is a Duty we owe, and what 
God ts pleaſed to enjoyn his Servants and 
Miniſters to be found in the Practice of, one 
towards another; aud ſuch was the Caſe of 
our Worthy Ancient Friend the AUTHOR, 
who thought it his Duty, having had great 
Experience of that Work, in a Courſe of many 

Fears Exerciſe, much Labour and 7. ravel, 

| both in his own Country, and in Foreign 
Parts, 10 give your Account * the Steps God 


5 RE 1 
is pleaſed to lead his Children in, whom he is 
3 preparing for this great Service, and to point 
_ out where the Enemy of the Work of God, and 
our Happineſs, is lying in wait to miſlead, 
begutile, and betray ſuch who are not watchful ; 
and alths he hath not ſtudied Excellency of 
Speech, nor the enticing Words which Man's 
Wiſdom teacheth, yet ſuch who have had their 
Eyes opened to diſcern the Work of God, as 
alſo the myſterious Transformations of our 
grand Adverſary, will have Occaſion to ſay, 
that it is in the Demonſtration of the Spirit, 
Having the true Marks and Evidence of that 
Inſpiration which giveth @ right Under- 
ſtanding in the Things of God, and Myſteries 
of his Kingdom; for hereby it will appear, 
bow neceſſary it is for Men and Women to 
experience the Sanctification of the Spirit fo 
precede, or go before, that they may be duly 
qualified to help and adviſe others ; this being 
the Order our Lord and Maſter obſerveth in 


his Advice to Peter, When thou art convert- Lys xxij, 


ed, ſtrengthen thy Brethren, "ORE; 
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' DESCRIPTION 


OF THE 


QUALIFI CATIONS 


Necxssanv to 


A Goſpel Miniſter. 


— — cc. 


CHAP. I. 


That Sanctification 7s 4 previous Qualifica- 
tion for the Reception of a Divine Inſpira- 
tion 70 MINISTER. 


S the Deſign of the following Pages 

| A is to ſet in a true Light the Nature 
and Neceſſity of an Inſpired Miniſtry, 

and the Advantages that we receive thereby, 
I ſhall, as introductory thereunto, briefly 
take Notice of a Qualification ſuitable to the 
Receiving of that Inſpiration, without which 
it is not reaſonable to: wp any o to 


have it. 


Firſt, 


C 4 
Firſt, There muſt be a State of Sanctiſi- 
cation (in degree) known, by the Spirit of 
Judgment, and Burning, before any can be 
proper Objects to be Receivers of this inſpir- 
ing Gift, that can only afliſt a Miniſter, 
and make him inſtrumental of doing Good 
to others: The Tree muſt be good, e'er the 
Fruit can be ſo; and right and true Mini-. 
ſters are to de known by their Fruits: 
This being granted, which I think can't be 
denied, 1 it follows, that none, without 
being thus qualified, can be called to the 1 
Work of the Miniſtry by a divine Infpira= 
tion of the holy Spirit; and therefore all vile 
and ungodly Perſons, while they continue 
in that natural and unregenerate State, are 
excluded from any Part in this Gift; and 
altho' ſome ſuch may pretend, that either 
with their Lend. or by their Money, 
or both, they may have acquired, or made 
a Purchaſe of Orders for Liberty to Preach, 
and may on this Foundation undertake to 
expoſe what they have to Sale; but what 
they ſell is no other than what they have 
bought, while in this unregenerate State, 
empty and vain, and cannot profit the 
. Hearers ; for as faith the Pſalmiſt, Unto the 
iz. ' Wicked, God ſaith, What haſt thou to do to 
declare my Statutes, or that thou ſhouldeſt take 
my Covenant in thy Mouth, ſeeing thou hateſt 
Inſtructiůon, and caſteſt my Words behind thee. 
And let me fay, that whoſoever undertakes 
the Work of the Miniſtry, not being firſt 
, reformed themſelves, cannot juſtly expect to 
be 


TSF 
be inſpired by divine Wiſdom, for the Re- 
forming others by the Word of Truth ; for 
ſhe dwells in holy Souls, and makes them 
Friends of God and Prophets: : Then it is 


XZ reaſonable to conclude, that all who live in 
= Adultery, Fornication, Uncleanneſs, Laſerviouſ- 
= refs, Idolatry, V. itchcraf?, Hatred, Variance, 


Emulations, F/rath, Strife, Seditions, Here- 


ies, Envyings, Murders, Drunkenneſs, Revel- 


lings, and ſuch like Works of the Fleſh, are 


. from any Inheritance in the King- 


dom of God, and conſequently from having 


any Part in that excellent inſpiring Gift of 


the Miniſtry, ſo neceflary to our Aſſiſtance 
and Direction in our Way thither. 


Second h, I ſhall therefore ſay fomething 
of the Qualification neceſſary to receiving of 


this excellent inſpiring Gift of the Miniſtry; 


and in order to it, we ought firſt to examine 


our own Hearts with Care, praying 1n ſecret 
that God, by his Spirit, will vouchſaſe to 


direct us in a right Search after Truth; and 
hereby we ſhall find a Law in our Hearts 
that we have broken, and a Spirit in our 
inward Parts that we have rebelled againſt, 
and in our Ignorance, being hurried in the 
Purſuit of the Pleaſures of the Fleſh, and 
Vanities of this Life, have overlook'd, tho 
we have been followed by it, and it has 
ſtrove with us: For the Spirit worketh in 
us ſecretly, and we know not at the firſt 
what it is ; but finding ourſelves very uneaſy, 
and! in — Trouble of Mind, being under 

B Sorte 


Calat. v. 


(10 J 


Sorrow and Heavineſs, not rightly and cooly | 


examining the Reaſon, it is often miſtaken 
to proceed from a natural Cauſe, and fo out- 
ward Means. are ſought for to relieve from 


this Uneaſineſs ; ſome by taking their Bottle 


with their Companions, others diverting 
themſelves with their Sports and Gaming, 
others again take Medicines to help them 


againſt what they call Melancholy; ſome 
one Way, and ſome another, thus miſtake, 


and make merry over the Witneſs in them, 
and ſtiffen their Necks againſt the Reproof 
of Inſtruction, which is the Way to Life; 
Prov xxix, Dot Minding the Text, which ſays, He that 


1 being often reproved, heres his Neck, ſhall 


Juddenly be deſiroyed, and that l Remed ſy. 


E birdly, But tho ſome are thus rebellious 
and careleſs, others take a better Courſe, 
by ſtrictly examining their Words and Ac- 
tions, Company and Converſation, and find- 
ing it to be their great Sorrow and Burden, 


inſtead of endeavouring to get from under 


the Load of Trouble by Sporting, Gaming, 
Drinking, Phyſick, or Company, ſuch 
' am ili. 28. rather, as the Prophet ſaid, /t alone and 
keep Silence, pulting their Mouth in the Duſt, 
praying in ſecret, that God will aſſiſt them 
by his Grace and good Spirit, that the Cauſe 
of this Sorrow may be removed by an 
hamble and fincere Repentance of all their 
Follies and Sins, wherewith they have of- 
fended God, and that for Time to come, 
they may, by the Help of the Spirit, and 
ion 
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[ 11] 


5 Direction of that Law in their Hearts, 
"2 


which they had hitherto overlook'd and 
neglected, now lead a new Life; Firſt, by 
denying all Ungodlineſs, and abſtaining from 
every Appearance of Evil; which muſt be 
done, cer they can perfectly practice that 
which is right in the Sight of God; for no 
Man can be righteous and wicked at one 
Time; we mult firſt be brought out of the 
Bondage of Corruption under ſpiritual Pha- 
raob and Egypt, into the Wilderneſs, e er 


We can offer acceptably unto God: Thi 


State is figuratively called a Wilderneſs, 
Way we have not trod in, ſhewing — 5 
the Neceſſity of depending on our Guide, 


our ſpiritual Moſes, that muſt go before and 


take Care of our Support: For in this Wil- 
derneſs State we have no Food, no Water, 
vi. no right Refreſhment, but what this 
our Leader provides and adminiſters to us: 
In this State we can neither pray, nor do 
any religious Act, without the Direction of 


our Leader: So that we find the Caſe is 
much altered with us to what it was in Time 


paſt ; for then we could pray, ſing, preach, 


and perform other religious Duties in our own 


Time, feeding and ſatisfying ourſelves there- 


with; but now we are brought into the Wil- 
derneG, where there is Bi Ploughing, 
Nor Sowing ; We can't now help ourſelves by 
our own Contrivance, and Workings in our 


own Wills, but here we mult live a Life of 


Faith, wholly depending o him that will (if 
we faint not in our Minds) bring us th.ough 


B 2 to 


. 
e 


12 
to the Heavenly Canaan: Thus we ſhall 
come 1n the Lord's Time to experience the 
Subſtance of thoſe Ty pes and Figures, under 
that Legal Diſpenſation, to be ſubſtantially 
and ſpiritually fulfilled in our own Minds, 
by the Operation of the Spirit of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Subſtance and Foundation 
of all True Religion and Miniſiry that is 
really profitable to the Hearers. 


Fourthly, This Work of Preparation by 
the Spirit being thus begun, and carried 
on, is a ſhorter, or longer Time in accom- 
pliſhing, lo as the Parties thereby may be 
qualified to receive a divine Inſpiration to 
miniſter from to others, according to the 
Will of him that calleth ; and when it bap- WE 
peneth to be but a ſhort Time, between 
Perſons beginning to be ſerious and religious, 
and the Time that they appear in the 
Miniſtry, (labouring according as they ap- 
prehend themſelves to be called to that 
Work for the Good of others) it may hap- | 
pen, that ſome of their Hearers, forming 
their Judgment reſpecting the Worthineſs, | 
or Unworthineſs of the Parties fo concerned, 
from their paſt Conduct, while in fo vile a 
State, may conclude, How can ſuch be fit 
to teach others, who themſebves but the other 
Day were guilty of ſuch Follies as are incon- 
1422 with a true Miniſter to touch with ? 


Pifibiy, Thus in ſome Reſpect it was 
with that * Apoſtle of the Gentiles, viz. 
Saul, 


F 


1 


4 Saul, afterwards Paul, For we find, while 


he was in the very Heat of perſecuting the 
Church, and breathing out Threatnings 


X againſt the Brethren, ſo that they were 


afraid of him; as appears when Ananias 
was commanded of the Lord, during that 
peculiar Viſitation, which at that Time he 
was under, to go to his Aſſiſtance; Ana- 
nias's Anſwer was, I have' heard by many 
of this Man, (Saul) bow much Evil he hath 
done to thy Saints at Jeruſalem, and here be 
bath Authority from the Chief Prieſts to 


bind all that call on thy Name. But the 


Lord . ſaid unto him, Go thy way, for be 
is a choſen Veſſel unto me, Then Ananas 
went, having this ſpecial Command to viſit 


Saul. But it plainly appears, that this good 
Man could not eaſily believe Sau/'s fo ſud- 
den and ſhort Change, from an open Op- 


poſer and Perſecutor of the Faith, and 


= faithful Profeſſors and Followers of the Son 


of God, to be an open Profeſſor and Preacher 
of the ſame Faith and Doctrine with them 
he ſo perſecuted : And as this was the Caſe 
of Saul, it has been the Caſe, in ſome de- 
gree, of others of later Date ; that is, their 
ſudden Change, from a vain Converſation, 
to be Preachers againſt it, hath ſo narrowed 
up their Way in the Minds of ſome of their 
Hearers, that at the ſame Time (ſome of 
them that have wiſh'd well to the Cauſe 


of Religion) ſuppoſing ſuch Preachers would 


be a Means of Stumbling to many, have 
therefore in a Zeal that has been without 
"i 2 * — 
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true Conſideration and right Judgment, not 


giving Time for Trial, whether what they 
have heard was of God or the Creature, (as 


not minding Gamaliel's Counſel). been for 


pulling them down before they could ſee 
whether they were rigbt or wrong. 


To prevent this raſh judging, it is needful, 


| that the Hearers be careful to judge nothing 
before its Time, but let every ſuch Perſon 
have the Opportunity to make full Proof of 


their Miniſtry, that it may appear, whether 


what they do in the way of Miniſtring, be 
of God or of themſelves : If it be right, it 
will be ſelf-evident, and carry with it that 
which in Time will give Satisfaction to 


thoſe who have doubted of the Miniſtry of 


fuch Perſons, and their Hearts will be fll'd 
with Charity towards them. 


„ Now if we conſider the Thing 5 


right, this raſb judging is very dangerous 


and hurtful, greatly tending to the diſ- 
couraging of young Miniſters ; for this 


cenſorious and critical Temper is a great 


Block in the Way, and may hinder ſome 


from coming forth in that Gift, tho' they 


may be rightly concerned therein; and ſome 


that may make a little Appearance that way, 
may be put to Silence, e er they have had 


Time ſufficient to make, or to give full 


Proof of their Miniſtry: This Temper 


therefore ought carefully to be watched 
be and have a timely Curb and Diſcou- 


ragement. 


WII 


ed n 2 kJ 


We 4” 
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XZ ragement in every Mind, v:z. every Hearer 
Z ought in Fear to requeſt of God to be direct- 
cd aright in Judgment, that under a pre- 
Z tended Care to promote the Cauſe of Re- 
ligion, they may not in a blind Zeal be in- 
ſtrumental to diſcourage ſo uſeful a Gift, 


Seventhly, Now we find this critical 
Temper, that was ſo apt to judge without 
Judgment, and to find Fault without Cauſe, 
our Lord did frequently reprove when it 
appeared, as may be ſeen in the Inſtance of 


the Woman, whoſe Penitence and Humi- L 


our bleſſed Lord, (when Simon was ready to 


. 


| | uke vii. | 
liation induced her to waſh her Maſter's 37 

Feet with her Tears, and wipe them with 
her Hair. Whoſe Demonſtration of Love to 


cenſure him for admitting) he by a very live- 


ly Compariſon commended, and in the Ap- 


plication thereof ſmartly reproved the Want 
of Judgment, as well as Charity of that 


Phariſee, who did ſo little for him himſelf, 
and yet was ſo ready to find Fault with her; 


and by that Means rather brought him to 
juſtify what he had before condemned. 


Which is often the Caſe of Self-righteous Pro- 


feſſors, who are ſo apt (without juſt and ma- 


ture Conſideration) to judge thoſe, who from 
vile and ungodly Sinners may ſaddenly be- 
come purified by the Work of the Spirit, and 


by the ſame may be fitted and required (tho 


ſome may be apt to think it too ſcon) to 


come up in publick Service for God; whilſt 


themſelves, who have not loved ſo much, 


nor 


Jas 
nor been ſo zealous to follow divine Con- 
viction, are lingering behind in the W oo a 
and yet theſe are moſt apt and ready 

judge and cenſure thoſe who are more eich 
ful, and thus ſuddenly brought into Obe- 
dience, as too ha/ty and forward, 


And alſo in his Anſwer to thoſe who cen- 
ſured him for Eating and Drinking with Pub- 
licans and Sinners, he plainly declared the 
End of his Coming, which was the Reaſon of 
his Conduct in that, as well as other Reſpects. 


„ 
3 


[ | | _ Eighthly, From all which it appears, that 
| it has happened ſometimes, the more Vile 

| 

| 


and Wicked any one hath been before Con- 
viction, the more Thorough and Quick 
hath their Converſion been : They to whom 
much is forgiven, love much; _ the more 
they love, the more hearty and zealous they 
are to go on with the Work unto which 
they are called ; and having known the Ter- 
rors of the Almighty for Sin, are the more 
earneſt to perſwade Men; and I dare not 
ſay, but that ſuch may in their Zeal and 
Warmth of Spirit, a little ſtretch, at times 
beyond their Authority; but when they do, 
they no ſooner retire to their Gifts, but they 
find ſufficient Smart for it in their own Minds: 
But this begets them Enemies ; and becauſe 
they appear wrong in Part, they muſt by 
ſome be concluded wrong in the Whole ; 


which is an unwarrantable Concluſion to 
make on any * 
|  Ninthly, 
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: Un 1 
Ninthly, Now if we rightly conſider the 
Matter, there may be a juſt Cauſe for this 
Zeal, if we will but give them this Allow- 
ance, that as they have been like Brands 
pluck'd out of the Burning, and known the 
Terrors of the Almighty for 'Sin, they are 
the more earneſt to perſwade Men to Re- 
pentance and Amendment, both by Reproof, 


warning of Sinners, and threatening them 


with Judgment, as having themſelves ſa 


narrowly eſcaped: And this being the Cauſe 


of that Fervour and Zeal ſuch have appeared 
in, it will no doubt on ſtrict Examination 
he found, that the Root of all this is Love, 
and a Deſign of Good to the Souls of Men, 


Such therefore ought to be treated with great 


Charity and Meekneſs, and the good De- 
ſign in them encouraged ; and that Over- 
forwardneſs in them rather ſhewn to them 
than reproved ; and when they ſee it, they 
will not need to be told of it, for Shame will 


come faſt enough upon them, (if they are 
true Miniſters) and may lie heavy; which 
may hinder ſome tender Spirits from 


improving in their Gifis, and render them 
leſs ſerviceable than ot berwiſe they might, 


if they did moderately keep on their Way, 


minding to keep pace with their Gifts, nei- 


ther going before, nor ſtaying behind their 


Leader; but wanting both Judgment and 


E Experience, being Children in the Work, 


they can't do it all at once, and there- 
fore in Patience muſt be borne with for 


a Time, 


C 7 


[18] 
Laſtly, This Preparation by the Spirit for 
the Miniſtry, ſo qualifies the Receiver of 
this excellent inſpiring Gift, when called to 
the Work, that he can experimentally ſay, 
What 1 have taſted, felt, and heard of the 
good Word of Life, and the Powers of the 
World to come, I declare unto you. But 
what can ſuch (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, 
concerning whom he avers they ſhall not 
inherit God's Kingdom) tay of their Expe- 
rience of the Work of God's Power in them, 
while they continue in their Gain-ſaying in 
the Works of the Fleſh; ſuch as Adultery, 


Idolatry, Pride, Covetouſneſs, Envy, and 


Drunkenneſs, minding the Pleaſures of this 
World above any thing elſe ; ſurely (as 
above) they have no Experience to ſpeak of 
to the People, nothing to ſay that will bring 
them to a Fellowſhip with the F ather and 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt. 


Having ſaid thus much concerning a true 
Qualification for the Receiving of this Gift 
of Inſpiration, ſo abſolutely neceſſary to 
every right Miniſter, that without it he 
can't be one, I ſhall now ſpeak of INsPpI- 
RATIO itſelf, which is to be the Subject 
next in courſe to be treated of, concluding 
this Chapter with Part of that excellent Prayer 
of David's (ſo apt to this purpoſe) in the 
5 iſt P/alm, from the gth to the 14th Verſe. 
Hide thy Face from my Sins; and blot out all 
mine Iniquities. Create in me a clean Heart, 
O God; and renew a right Spirit within 

| ; Me, 


TS: 


1 
ne. Caſt me not away from thy Preſence; 
and take not thy Holy Spirit from me. Reſtore 
unto me the Foy of thy Salvation; and uphold 
me with thy free Spirit : Then oil 7 teach 
(but not till-then). Tranſgreſſors thy Ways, 
and Sinners ſhall be converted unto thee. - A 
| ſhort but full Deſcription of the right Quali- 
fication of a en Miniſter. 


AP. WM. 


The The Neceſi ity of Divine Inſpiration fo the being 
| of a Goſpel Miniſter, and t ana him 


in is Miniſtry. 


AVING faid ſo much of the need- 
ful Qualifications, in order to be in- 
fpired by the holy Spirit, and enabled there- 
by to miniſter Good to others, it is neceſſary 
alſo to fay ſomething of INSPIRATION itſelf, 
which is by many too much exploded, and 
ſlighted as a Thing at an End, and long 
ſince ceaſed : They ſuppoſe all Thiogs need- 
ful for Inſtruction to Piety and Virtue, al- 
ready revealed in that excellent Book, called 
the BIBL T, which I prefer to all Books 
extant, and requeſt the diligent Reading 
thereof with due Attention and Regard, 

to what the Apoſtle ſays of them, viz. That 10. 
all Scripture given by Inſpiration of God, is 
profitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Cor- 


3 ps for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs ; and 


able to make wile to Salvation through Faith 
| CY 12 


1 - 


2 Tim, lit 


„ 
in Jeſus Chrit, Now it is this Faith in 
Chu which makes the Scriptures really 
and truly profitable ; but a Man, without 
this Faith, may read the Scriptures until 
he has them by rote, and can repeat a 
great Part of what he has ſo often read; 
and yet receive no Profit from them : for 
as holy Men writ them by Inſpiration of 
the Spirit, ſo by it we muſt come to a 
right Underſtanding of them, otherwiſe 
they will be .as a Book ſealed, and the 
bt Reading of the Letter will be no other 
than a bare Report of Things at a diſtance; 
for when we read the Words of Moſes, that 
he ſpoke in the Ears of Hrael, importing 
that Thou need ſt not ſay in thy Heart, who 
Hall aſcend into Heaven, or go beyond the 
bea, viz. to fetch the Word of Command, 
4 be would not have them look at a diſtance 
8 for it, becauſe (adds he) I 7s Ego in * 
Heart and Mouth. 


Now the Apoſtle, expounding the Words 
Rom. x, 6, of Moſes, ſaith, But the Righteoujneſs which 15 
"* 1 of: Faith, ſpeaketh on this wiſe : Say not in 

thine Heart, who ſhall aſcend into Henven ? 
Tat is, to bring Cbriſt down from above. Or, 

. who ſhall deſcend into the Deep? That is, to 
bring up Chriſt again from the Dead. But 
what ſaith it? The Word is nigh thee, even in 
thy Mouth, and in thy Heart : that 1s the 
Word of Faith which.<we preach. Now this 
Word that is in the Heart and Mouth of in- 
ſpired Miniſters, is that by which they * . 


4 
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be acted, if they do right in the Work of 
the Miniſtry; and indeed, without this Word 
in the Heart opens the Underſtanding, there 
can be no right Preaching. It is true, Men 
may by Study and frequent Reading, acquite 
to themſelves a Form of Words, and frame 
a ſet and ſtudied Speech in a regular Way, 
methodically dividing, and ſub- dividing their 
Matter, raiſing Uſes and Applications from 
the preſent Subject before them; and all this 
may be done by the Man, the Creature, and 
natural Part, baving nothing of Inſpiration 
or Power of the Spirit in it. And pray, 
what will this Miniſtry do for the Heaters? 
It comes from the Head, and the Contrivance 
of the Man's Part, therefore it can reach 
no further; for no Stream can ariſe higher 
than its Fountain: And that Miniſtry 
which is of Man, tho' it may be very pleaſ- 
ing to the Creature, and acceptable to the 
itching Ears, who with the Greeks of old, 
ſeek after Wiſdom, but not that which is 
from above, is not profitable to the Hearers 
for the Fews ſought after a Sign, and the 
Greeks after Wiſdom, but neglected the 
Preaching of Chriſt crucified, and riſen from 
the Dead, as fooliſh Doctrine, and not 
worth their Regard ; but unto as many as 
believed in the Word preached by the In- 
ſpiration of the Spirit, they found it to be 
(both Jews and Greeks) the mighty Power 
of God to Salvation, Now that which made 
this ſpiritual Miniſtry ſo profitable to them 
that received this Doctrine, 1s the very ſame 
that 


* 221 
that makes the Scriptures profitable to thoſe 
who rightly read them, namely, Faith in 
Chriſt, who is the living Word and Light 

of Men; which Word is preached by every 


true Miniſter, inſpired thereunto by Fe 
_ of Truth. 


© Now, this Mie ought t to be ba 
underſtood and believed in: From my own 
Experience I underſtand it to be an In- 
breathing of the divine Word into our Minds, 
giving a true Underſtanding of divine Things, 
that we may. make Choice of, and Walk 
in the Paths of Wiſdom, which is zhe | 
juſt Man's Path: I ſay, the Inbreathing of 
this Word, which is Truth, Life, and the 
Light of Men; that Spirit which ſearcheth 
all Things, yea, the deep T, hings of God, 
which by Jeſus Chriſt is made manifeſt 
unto all Men, ought to be waited for in 
all our religious Aſſemblies eſpecially, and 
believed in, as being the Foundation and 
Spring of all right Miniſtry, Devotion, and 
Worſhip of the true God: Vea, I always 
find this, from my own Experience, to be 
molt edifyiog, thus to wait for this divine 
Inſpiration in all our religious Aſſemblies; 
and when I find my Underſtanding inſpired, 
n influenced by this bleſſed Gift to mini- 
ſter to others, I give up thereto, ſpeaking 
to the Aſſembly according to the preſent 
Ability received thereby ; and I know this 
to be the true Beginning of a right Goſpel _ 
Miniſtry, which I ſhall ſpeak to more at 
large in its proges Place. Now 


11 
Nov, I underſtand by the Inbreathing of 
the Spirit of Chriſt into our Minds, thus 


much, namely, as the Apoſtle aſſerts, We 


know that the Son of God is come; and for 
Proof adds, for he has given us an Under- 
ſtanding: This was to themſelves undeni- 
able : But what 'means he by ſaying, He 
has given us an Underſtanding ? He can mean 
no other than a Spiritual one; for they 
doubtleſs had Underſtandings as natural Men 
before; but by that natural: Underſtanding | 
they could not perceive the Things of the 
Spirit of God, nor comprehend the Light 
which ſhined in Darkneſs ; which is ſtill the 
| fame, even until now. But the true Know- 
ledge of the Coming of the Soh of God in 
Spirit and Power, is by Inſpiration from 
| Heaven, or the Revelation of the Father by 
the Son ; and this is the Foundation of the 
true Church and Miniſtry, againſt which 


no Oppoſition can ever prevail. By this 


_ Underſtanding, they knew him that is true, 
and were in him; and ſo muſt all true 
Believers experience the ſame, if true Mem- 
bers of Chriſt's Church, and Miniſters of his 
Word. TI fay, this ſpiritual Underſtanding, 
which they receiv'd by Revelation, was an 
undeniable Evidence to them, and fo it is to 
us. But how ſhall I prove this to a De- 
monſtration, to ſuch as are in a natural and 
unenlightened State, that I have this Reve- 


ation, and am thus api 3 


Ai 
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TT: 
Anu. It is not poſſible to do it, until 
FA. who are in Unbelief, come tobelieve i in 
the ſame Power, and receive Inſpiration by 
the ſame Spirit, to give them a right Know- 
| ledge of the Things of God; for the na- 
tural Man recerveth them not, becauſe they 
are Fookſhneſs unto him; neither can he in 
this State Ano them. This makes it highly 
neceſſary for all that profeſs Faith in Chriſt, 
to apply themſelves to God, for the Gift of 
his holy Spirit: For, ſays our bleſſed Lord, 
Which of you having a Son, if be aſe Bread, 
will give him a Stone? And thus applies it, 
Tf ye then being evil know how to give good 
2 unto your Children, how much more ſhall 
pour heavenly Father give the holy Spirit to 
them that aſt him? Aſe and it ſhall be given 
you. What greater Encouragement can be 
given to us than this? It is therefore greatly 
to be defired, that all People, eſpecially ſuch 
as profeſs Faith in Chriſt, would in Humility 
and godly Sincerity aſk of God a Portion 
of this Spirit, whereby we may know the 
Things of God; for it is this Spirit, which 
is the Comforter, that our bleſſed Lord pro- 
miſed to pray the Father to ſend in his 
Name; which when we receive, will lead 
us into all Truth. This is that Spirit that 


4 Will reprove the World of Sin, becauſe they 


believe not in the only begotten Son of God. 
This is that Spirit which gives Life, and 
will make thee a living Member of the true 
Church; and if thou art devoted in thy Mind 
to follow it, thou wilt become fruitful in 
Religion, 


0 
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Religion, and thy Faith will be both living 
and powerful in thee, to give Victory over 
the World, that natural Part in thee that 
would not ſubmit to the Teſtimony of Jeſus, 
nor believe in the only begotten Son of God, 


I fay then, Inſpiration or Reds f_ 
God <A, his Spirit, is of abſolute Neceſſity to 
guide a Miniſter in his Miniſtry; and a 
Miniſter ſo conducted by a Goſpel Power 
and Light, inſpiring his Mind with the 
How, and the Mpbat he ſhall ſay, will 
ſpeak with the Spirit, and Underſtanding 
alſo ; that is, he will underſtand by his own 
Experience the Work of the Spirit, and 
Word of Faith in his own Mind, and that 
what he ſays is true: And altho' he hath 
this Experience, as above, yet it is not meet 
for any one, in his own Time and Will, to 
ſpeak end in an Aſſembly; but we are to 
wait for both Authority _ Power, that in 
the Lord's Time we may ſpeak (of what 
our Eyes have ſeen, our Hands handled, and 
what we have felt of the good Word of Life, 
and Powers of the World to come) to the 
People, with the ſame View as they, the 
Primitives did, 7. e. to bring their Hearers 
into a right Fellowſhip with the Father, 
and his Son our dear Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt; and fo ſhall they be one with all 
that truly believe in him. 


But ſome may object, That we may be 
deceived, by ſuppoſing ourſelves inſpired, when 


We 
* 
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wwe are not; and that we have a Revelation, 
when it is nothing but an Imagination and 
Delufion. In ſuch a State a Man may be de- 
ceived himſelf, and all who think of him as 
he does of himſelf, will in like manner be de- 
ceived, and how ſhall this be avoided ? 


 Anfw, It is granted, ſome have been de- 
ceived themſelves, and have alſo deceived 
others, but the Cauſe of this Deception is in 
themſelves, for want of an humble waiting 
to know what they are about; for a true 
Inſpiration from God is as plainly to be 
diſtinguiſh'd from the pretended falſe one, 
as Light is from Darkneſs ; for divine Inſpi- 
ration quiets the Mind under all Oppoſition 
and Contradiction, and gives Power over 
the World, and the Luſts of the Fleſh, and 

worketh the Redemption of ſuch as are 
endued therewith, and are ſubject to it; theſe 
are very humble and low of Heart, and the 
more their Minds are enlightened by divine 
Inſpiration, the more they ſee a Neceſſity to 
watch over themſelves, ſo that the Inno- 
cency, Meekneſs, and Humility ſuiting a 
true and right Miniſter, will appear in all 
their Conduct; ſuch are flow to ſpeak, and 
ready to hear and receive Inſtruction, and are 
| known by them that are ſpiritual to be ſuch. 


But they who conceive themſelves to be 
| inſpired when they are not, ſuppoſing they 
have a Revelation when it is nothing but an 
Imagination of their own Brain, ate exalted 

* 
( 
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in their Minds, being very "O's and ſtub- 
born, ſlighting Inſtruction ; more apt to teach 
than learn, being ſwift to ſpeak, but flow to 
hear, judging every Body that will not re- 
ceive them as true Miniſters, by foretelling 
the Ruin and Downfall of all their Oppoſers; 
working themſelves up to a ſtrange degree of 
Man's. 75 endeavouring to drive all be- 
fore them; and ſuch as will neither hear nor 
| heed what they ſay, they will be apt to call 
for Vengeance from Heaven upon ſuch who 
offer to oppoſe them. This, and much more 
that might be mention'd, is the Conduct of 
_ . theſe qeceived and deluded Souls. | 


Now. this Error, by tha Fun thus de- 
luded, might be eaſily diſcerned, if they 
wou d but give themſelves Tine. to think 
and conſider aright in coolneſs, arid defire 
that the Lord wou'd ſhew them the right 
Way, Here is therefore great need to 
be cautious, and try the Spirit; that is not 
to receive any Thing for Inſpiration or 
Revelation, without being well fatisfied 
in thyſelf that! it is ſuch; and this cautious. 
Fear "will not be diſpleaſing to God, but 
thou wilt find thy Doubts removed, and 
thou wilt be confirmed, that wins thou 
haſt is of God, and will ſtand. This 
agrees with the Practice of Moes and 
Gideon, and with what the Apoſtle adviſed, 
Believe not every Spirit, but try the Spirits, 1 John iy, | 
whether they are of God: Becauſe many falſe * S 
Prophets are gone out into the World. They 
D 2 - 2 00 


nm. 
are of the World: Therefore ſpeak they of. 


7 
the World, and the World heareth them. 2 
We are of God: He that knoweth God, t 


heareth us: He that is not of God heareth 
not us. Hereby know we the Spirit of Ti ruth, 
and the Spirit of Error. 


But ſuppoſing I or any IP may bet in- 
ſpired, as is aforeſaid, from a right Spirit: 
How ſhall Proof be made thereof to another, 
that he may receive our Word that we have by 
Revelation, not as our Word only, but as given 


Us of Cod? 


Anſw. In this thou wilt find no hard Taſk 
with thy Brethren, if thou wilt but do thy 
Endezvour to live according to that Doctrine 
given thee to preach to others, in the firſt 

Place: And next mind, that thou, without 
being inſpired, undertake not this Work of | 
Preaching, neither in thy own Time nor 
Will, nor by thy own Contrivance, Col- 
lecting what thou ſhalt ſay; for by ſo doing 
thou wilt be at a loſs and confounded in 
thyſelf, and give great Occaſion of Offence 
to them that hear thee; not only to them 
that are unacquainted with the Gift, and 
Unbelievers therein (for they will ſee that 
thou art wrong) but thy own Brethren will 
be greatly loaded and uneaſy with thy fo 
Appearing; for they.will ſoon find that thou 
art out of thy Place in Speaking; it not 
being from Inſpiration, but an Imagination 
of thy own Brain; ; for T; as Ear trieth Words 


as 
1 
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ns the Mouth tafteth Meat; and thoſe wha 


are ſpiritual will ſee where thou art, herter 
than thou her eg | 


But, it will be a Bard. Taſk to h 
| Proof of thy Miniſtry, tho' thou ſpeakeſt 
2s the Omele of God, And wlinifiteRt'of chat 
Ability which God giveth, to ſuch as ate in | 
Unbelief, and in a State of Nature. For tbe 1. Z 
natural Man (Jays Paul) receiveth not the 
Things of the Spirit of God; for they are 
 Fooliſhneſs unto him, neither can he know 
them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 
I fay, therefore it will be impoſſible that 
ſuch Unbelievers, or thoſe in a State of Na- 
ture (whilſt they are in that State and 
Unbelief) ſhou'd receive thy Word, not as 
thy Word only, but as given to thee of God 
becauſe they believe no ſuch Thing con- 
cerning any Man: If therefore thou ſeemeſt 
to them as a Babbler, be not thereat diſ- 
couraged ; Paul was ſo accounted before thee. 
Yet however, tho ſome may ſo look upon 
thee, others may perhaps be reached by thy 
Was and as thou doſt miniſter from 4 
right Spirit, and keepeſt in thy Gift, thou 
mayſt be inſtrumental to beget F ith in them 
that believe not, and greatly to edify and 
confirm them who believe, ſo that they'll 
ſoon conclude thou art a right Miniſter, not 
of the Letter, but of the Spirit, and thy 
Brethren who are ſpiritual will give thee En- 
couragement to go on, having Fellowſhip 
with thee in my Gift as a right Miniſter, 


7 ” . 


| [30] 
” approved by them as appointed of God for 
- that Work unto which thou art called : For 
no Man ought to take this Honour unto 
| himſelf, by any human or external Call, 
3 pA! he Is called af God, as Was Aaron. 


I now w ſhall come to o ſpeak of the Gre 
e 
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3 of Infancy. 


A $ t to — Gift of the Miniſtry, the better 
| to ſet it in a true Light, theſe three 
n are to be conſidered, | 


1 Cor. 2. 1ſt. There are Diverſities of Gifts, but 
ot te fame Spirit, 


2d. There are Diffrences of aue 
nian but the _ Lord. 


3d. There are Di verfities of Operations, 
but it is the ſame God that worketh all in all. 


Firſt, There are Doverſivies of Gifts, but 

the ſame Spirit: i. e. Every Gift of God is 
from the one and the ſame Spirit of Truth 
that is come by Jeſus Chriſt; for which 
Reaſon, tho we may ſeem to differ in our 
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Gifts one from another, yet the Deſign and 
End is the fame, and the ſame Spirit s as in 
one, fo in all, afſiſting to that End, which 
is to turn People from Darkneſs to Light, 
from the Power of Satan to God, that they 
may be edified in the true Goſpel, receiving 
2 Remiſſion of their Sins, and an Aſſurance 
of an Inheritance amongſt them that are 
ſanctified through Faith in the 9 e 
Son of God. 


Now there muſt be ee Time to _— 
Experience and Underſtanding, before any 
one can come to a Settlement, and true and 
perfect Knowledge of his own Gift; and for 
want of a right Settlement and true Know- 
ledge of this Gift, and keeping to it, and in 
it, is the Cauſe of many of the Miſtakes that 
are committed 1 in the Exerciſe of it. 


Then we Gt to conſider the Minifs 
in theſe three States, 1ſt. Infancy. 2d. A 
Young Man s State, And laſt, Th Father's 
Sale. 


Firſt then, A State of — Sh be 
look'd upon with great Allowance of Cha- 
_ rity, and if any Thing appears manly in ſuch 
a State, that ought not'to be made the Stan- 
dard of others to walk by, but we'muſt at- 
tribute it rather to the Giver, than the Inſtru- 
ment, that giveth to every one as he will, to 
ſome a greater, and to others a ſmaller Por-. 

tion of his Spirit, but to every one, both 


4 Preachers 
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Preachers and Hearers, ſuch a Manifeſtation 


thereof, as by faithful Obedience thereto 
they may profit by it; but the Gif? of the 


| EA is our preſent Subject. 


Then as to the State of Infancy in the Mi- 
niſtry, let it be conſidered, that the Mini- 
ſtry is a Birth; and when any one at firſt 
comes under the Exerciſe hereof, he will 
find a great Perturbation in himſelf; the 
Cauſe of which he may be as great a Stranger 
to, as Samuel was to the Voice of God in the 
Temple, who being called the third Time, 
was at length informed by Eli how to anſwer : 
So have ſome, both young Men, and Women, 
done of later Date, (that is) applied them- 
ſelves to ſuch as they have apprehended had 
more Experience of the Work of the Lord 
than themſelves, and after all have found it 
very hard to give up to the heavenly Viſion ; 
and when they have given up, it has been in 
fo much Weakneſs and Fear, yea, ſometimes 
_ Confuſion, that they have hardly known 
themſelves what — have ſaid: And if in 
ſuch a State any one ſhou'd over-run, miſs 
in Expreſſion, or appear in a Behaviour not 
ſo agreeable to the Minds of their Brethren, 
let ſuch Brethren exerciſe Charity; and ſee 
to thy own Gift thou that art a Hearer, and 
try by virtue thereof, whether thou find'ſt 
not ſomething of God in this Infant Miniſter 
to anſwer his Gift in thy own Mind; and if 
on ſuch a Search thou End' not that Sat iſ- 
faction thou could'ſt deſire, yet as it is not 
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proper to lay ſudden Hands on any one to 
let them up, ſo neither be thou raſh to pull 
them down, but give Time for Proof, and 
conſider the Patience of the Huſbandman, 
how he waits for a Crop afier the Seed is 
 ſowa. Having ſaid ſo much to the Hearer, 
let me now adviſe this Infant Minifeer. 


I know . wilt find very hard Work i in 
thyſelf; thy Heart will be often very heavy 
and forrowful, and in great Fear and Weak- 
neſs thou wilt appear as a Miniſter, and it 
may be much againſt thy Will to' appear as 
ſuch ; yea, thou mayſt perhaps dearly re- 
p<nt that ever thou gaveſt up to this Service, 
and more eſpecially, if thou anſwereſt not 
thy Expectation, which I may venture 
to ſay, none at all Times do; but as thou 
kcepeſt humble and low, being honeſtly 
given up to be, and do juſt what the Lord 
by his Spirit would have thee, Reſignation 
to the Will of God being abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary for a Miniſter to come to; and as thou 
getteſt here, patiently waiting the Lord's 
Time, thou wilt find a greater degree of Ex- 
cellency by the Spirit to enlarge thy Under- 
ſtanding in divine Openings; and when 
this grows upon thee, beware af Pride, and 
Self- conceit, for that has ruined many: But 
give the 8 hereof where due; and the 
more thou art enlarged, labour to be the 
more humble, and in ſo doing thou wilt 


find Safety. 


E But 
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But under theſe various Trials in thyſelf, 
I adviſe to an inward Waiting upon thy 
Gitt, to feel the moving thereof in thy own 
Mind, which will by a gentle Illumina- 
tion clear thy Underſtanding and Judgment, 
whereby thou wilt ſee thy Place and 
Service in the Church and if thou find'ſt it 
thy Place to miniſter to others, be willing 
to do thy Maſter's Will, and ſtand up in 
the Meekneſs of the Spirit which moveth 
on thy Mind, and ſpeak the Word thereof 
according to the preſent Opening that is be- 
fore thee, regarding ſtrictly on the one 
Hand, by ſpeaking too faſt and too loud, 
thou don't over-run thy natural Strength, 


Gift, and Opening, which if thou happens 


to fall i into, it will bring thee into * 
and thou wilt not know when to conclude, 
and ſo mayſt ſhut up thy own Way in the | 
Minds of thy Brethren, and bring thyſelf _ 


under a juſt Cenſure; thewdore whenever it 


4 Happens ſo with thee, fit down ; for by en- 


deavouring to mend it, thou mayſt make it 
worſe: So on the other Hand, be not too 
low, nor too flow in thy Speech, ſo as to 
loſe the Matter that Way; but carefully 
keep to thy Opening, avoiding both the Ex- 
treams: Stand up in a calm and quiet Frame 
of Mind, as free as poflible from either a 
Fear or Care how thou ſhalt come off; but 
follow thy Guide in all Circumſpection and 
Humility, beginning, going on, and con- 
cluding in thy Gift: Thus wilt thou expe- 
rience, what the wiſe Man ſaid, to be true, 
| 


\ 


1 1 
4 Man's Gift maketh Room for him, and *ov-wviil 
bringeth him before great Men. 
Nov the State I have conſidered this In- 
fant Miniſter in, is ſuch as requires Help by 
tender Advice from faithful Friends of ER. 
perience, fo that I may compare him to a 
Babe that wants both the Breaſt and nurſing, 
which ſhou'd be tenderly and with great 
Care adminiſtred, ſo that if he be corrected, 
let it be in ne if encouraged, let it be 
with Prudence; both may hurt him, if not 
well timed, and on diſcreetly. 


But now we will ſuppoſe him a little 
grown, and to know himſelf better than a 
Babe can, in which Condition he will meet 
with Exerciſes according to his Growth and 
Experience, againſt which it's needful to be 
prepared and watchful. 


Firſt, After thou begin'ſt to know, and 
ſee a little where thou art, and what thou 
art about, there will be an obſerving Eye 
in thee, to look at the Exerciſes and 
Miniſtry of others, and an Aptneſs to 
compare thyſelf with others, which may 
have ſome ill Effects upon thee, if not pru- 
dently guarded againſt. For if thou ap- 
prehend'ſt on ſuch a View, that thy Gift ex- 
cels and is preferable to ſome others, this 
may lift thee up and prove hurtful ; ſo on 
the other Hand, if thy Brother's Gift in thy 
Thoughts is more defirable and acceptable, 
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this may caſt thee down, and beget too 


mean an Opinion in thee of thy own Gift. 


- Secondly, If thou lookeſt out at the Excel- 
lency and Beauty of anothei's Gift to be 
more than what is in thy own, a Diſite may 
ariſe in thee to render thylelf like him, and 
ſo endeavour to mimick and imitace tbe 


Delivery, Accent and Manner of others ; 


and thus leaving thy own Gift, and devoting 


thyſelf to follow, or be guided by others, 


3 wilt ſoon be under a Cloud, and lay a 
ſtumbling Block in thy own Way. ard ſhut 
up the Heaits of thy Brethren towards thee, 
To prevent which thou muſt conſider, that 


as there are 1ſt. Diverſities of Gifts, but the 


ſame Spirit; therefore mind thy own Gift 
and not anothers, and regard the Spirit that 
moves thee in it; that being the ſame that is 
in thy Brother or Siſter ; and if thou keep'ſt 
thy Place therein, thou wilt likewiſe 2 
that tho' thy Gift is different from theirs, it 
is the ſame Spirit. So 2dly, The Admini- 
ſtration (or Delivery thereof) differeth, but 
it is the ſame Lord that maketh thee io 
differ fiom them, and them to differ from 


thee; therefore let not the ſeeming Excel- 


lency that appears in another's Gift above 
thy own, tempt thee to an Imitation of 


either Dclivery, Manner, or Accent, Jeſt 
thou inſenſibly fall into that Theft, againſt 


which the Lord by his Prophet complains, 
Tam againſt the Prophets (faith the Lord) 


that ſacal my Wards, every one from bis 


Neigh hour. 
U 


\ 
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Neighbour. Beſides, the Way thou hereby 
takeſt to get Credit, and a Place in the 
Church, will be the ſhorteſt Way to loſe 
it, and at beſt thou wilt be taken for one 
that apes and mimicks what thou canſt never 
attain to; and the more thou ſtriveſt this 
Way, the worſe it will be; therefore I ad- 
viſe thee, keep to thy own Gitt, Manner of 
Delivery, and the Matter that 1s Oper in 
thy Mind by the Spirit. 


To make this Point yet more plain, it is 
needful thou firſt learn to know there is Di- 
verſities of Gifts, and tho thine may differ 
from anothers Gift, yet mind to keep to it, and 
by this thou wilt know, that thou art in thy 
Gift; if after thou haſt been exerciſed there- 
in, thou feeleſt inward Satisfaction and Com- 
fort to flow in thy Mind; but if thou find'ſt 
Trouble and Heavineſe, conſider whether 
thou haſt not been out of thy Place, either 
in the Manner of delivering thyſelf, which 
relates to the Adminiſtration, which may 
juſtly differ, and yet have a Beauty in it, 
tho' thou mayſt not ſee it thyſelf; or it 
may relate to the Matter delivered, and tho 
that may differ from that of another, whoſe 


Doctrine thou mayſt think more acceptable 


and in more apt Terms, which may tempt 
thee to imitate him ; this will bring an Un- 
eaſineſs and a Cloud over thy Mind; there- 
fore keep to thy own Way, both in thy 
Opening and delivering thereof, guarding 
againſt all affected Tones of linging or ſigh- 
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ing, and drawing out thy Words and Sen- 
tences beyond their due Length, and by 
ſpeaking two much in a Breath, and ſo add- 
ing an Ab ! to the End of them, and draw- 
ing thy Breath with ſuch a Force and 
Groan, as will drown thy Matter, and ren- 
der thee unacceptable to thy Hearers ; like- 
wiſe guard againſt ſuperfluous Words, im- 
pertinently brought in, ſuch as, I may ſay ; 
As it were; All and every one; Dear Friends; 
and Friendly People; with ſundry others of 
the like Kind, which add nothing to thy 
Matter, ſpoiling its Coherence and Beauty 
of Expreflion : Likewiſe avoid all indecent 
Geſtures of the Body, as throwing thy Arms 
abroad, and lifting up thy Eyes; ſuch Geſ- 
tures not ſuiting the Dignity of the Mini- 
try ; neither lift up thy Voice beyond thy 
natural Strength, nor ſtrain thyſelf beyond 
due Bounds, vainly ſuppoſing, that when 
thou makeſt moſt Noiſe with an Accent 
and Tone, that pleaſeth thy own Imagina- 
tion, that the Power is moſt with thee ; 
when indeed it is nothing but the Heat of 
thy own Spirit, and Sparks of thy own kind- 
ling, which whoever are overtaken by, and 
give way to, muſt expect no leſs than to lie 


down in Sorrow. 


I therefore adviſe thee to wait for the De- 
ſcending of the Gitt of the Spirit, which will 
bring an Exerciſe over thy Mind, in which 
thou mayſt be opened with ſome Matter 
ſuiting the preſent Occaſion ; and when thou 
Ly | | - nnd it 
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find'ſt it 1s thy Place to ſpeak, ſtand up; for 
it is not to be ſuppoſed that all thou mayſt 
have to ſay on this or that Subject, can come 

before thee e er thou begins to ſpeak: And 

if thou ſhould'ſt ſuppoſe it, and ſo wait, 
endeavouring to prepare thyſelf like a School 
Boy, thou wilt be. greatly diſappointed, not 
ſpeaking what thou intended, but ſomething 
elſe that thou intended not, which may be 
thy Trouble and Grief ; therefore, when 
| thou findeſt a Subject brought before thee, 
be not defirous of any thing more than the 
Virtue of the Spirit of Wiſdom to direct 
thy Mind in rightly dividing the Word; 
carefully obſerving as aforeſaid, to ſtand u 
with a calm and undiſturbed Mind; for if 
thou art under a Fear in thyſelf, of either 
the Aſſembly, or any one in it, it will much 
hurt thy Service, thy Underſtanding will not 
be clear; therefore it is better thou ſhould'ſt 
wait until thou getteſt over that fearful Tem- 
per, and thy Gift will help thee over this 
Weakneſs in due Time, as thou in Sincerity 
keep'ſt to it; neither ſuffer thyſelf to think 
of doing ſomething extraordinary to be ad- 
mired, nor have a Deſire to appear, when it 
is thy place to be filent, but remember at 
firſt it was a Croſs to ſpeak, let it not be fo 
to be ſilent, but in a true Reſignation be 
contented to be juſt what the Gift aſſiſts 
and helps thee to be at that Time. | 


And, being thus prepared, mind the Time | 
of thy Offering, that thou mayſt not 2 


= 
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the Service of another, nor hurt thy own, 
by either ſtanding up too ſoon, or ſtanding 
too long ; all which will be prevented, as 
thou keep'ſt in a quiet cool frame, retaming 
thy Underſtanding, that thou maylt {peak 
with the Spirit and Underſtanding alſo: 
Thus, all will be comforted and edificd to- 
gether, and thou wilt find it moſt ſafe to 
begin, and goon in thy Miviſt:y juſt as thy 
Strength in the Gift is upon thee, fo will 
thy Matter and Voice be filled with divine 
Virtue and Power, and thy Heaters will be 
confirmed, that thou doſt ſpeak by Authority 
from above ; herein will thy Joy be very great. 


But this Refienation 6850 of, is ſuch 
that we ſhou'd be always under, ſtill ſub- 

mitting to the Gift; {> that if we find ſome 
divine Openings in our Minds, which may 
be intended by the Giver for our own Inſtruc- 
tion, when we find it ſo, beware of giving 
that to others which is deſigned for ourſelves, 
but let us intreat the Divine Being, to aſſiſt 
us by his Grace, to make a right Application 
of ſuch Openings, and this will fill add to 
our Qualification and Improvement in the 
Work ; but if for want of this Care to know 
thy Place, thou ſhould'ft attempt to Preach, 
when it is thy Place to be ſilent, from the 
Opening aforeſaid, thou wilt by ſo doing 
give that away ta others which thou ought 
to feed upon thyſelf, and ſo become a for- 
mal and „ Miniſter: The true 
. of the TI ime | when to n, 
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and when to be ſilent (fo needful to the very 
being of a Miniſter) will be loſt, and thy 
Labour will be in the Dark, and Weakneſs 
will furround thee on every Side. Then 
when thou findeſt it thy Place to ſpeak, be- 
gin as if thon were going to relate any Mat- 
ter of Fact to a ſingle Perſon, taking Care 
at leaſt however, not to appear in a more 
unbecoming manner in an Aſſembly, than 
thou doſt in thy common Affairs; but ſome 
have in their Miniſtry delivered themſelves 
more aukwardly and unbecomingly than at 
other Times: Not that I wou'd be ſup- 
poſed to conclude any ſhou'd, in the ſame 
Manner and Accent, deliver his Miniftry as 
his common Diſcourſe, but then the Dif- 


ference ſhou'd be, that he ſhou'd deliver 


his Miniſtry with more Awfulneſs pertinent 
to the Subject before him, than he does 
| his Diſcourſe in common, according to the 
Degree of Aſſiſtance received by the Spirit 
at that Time; and this will be a Confirm- 
ation to them that hear, that ſuch ſpeak 
as having Authority: But a Deportment 
different from this, and appearing in Terms 
not agteeable to ſound Doctrine, give Rea- 
ſon juſtly to ſuſpect the contrary ; and ſuch 
bring Contempt upon themſelves, being 
look'd on no other than Pretenders to what 
they have no right to meddle with ; beſides, 
to impute ſuch Conduct to Infpiration, 
| ſtill adds to and heightens the Offence ; and 
therefore to avoid theſe Faults, begin with 
Temper, in coolneſs of Mind, and 2 go ON as 
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thou ſeeſt thy Way open, and findeſt thy 

Underſtanding enlarged; thus wilt thou 
have pertinent Words to expreſs, and Scrip- 
tures which will ſuit thy Matter, and con- 
firm it, will be brought to thy Remem- 
brance that may not have been thought of, 
nor read by thee long before: Here thou 
wilt ſee a Reaſon for what thou ſayeſt; thy 
Underſtanding being clear and bright, thou 


wilt be able to render a Reaſon for what 
thou haſt preach'd for Doctrine: And if 
thou ſhould'ſt not in thy Words exactly ſuit. 
with the Senſe of ſome that are thy Elders, 
yet this Friendly, cool Temper of Mind, 
will render thee open to receive from ſome 
kind Aquilla or Priſcilla Inſttuction in the 


Way of the Lord more perfectly, all which 
will end to thy Advantage and Improve- 


ment: Beſides, this calm and eaſy going oon 


in thy Delivery, will give thee an Advantage 
to raiſe thy Voice, as thou find'ſt inward 
Strength and Virtue from the Spirit to in- 
creaſe ; and as that grows upon thee, thou 
wilt find thy Voice to alter and fill with 
Virtue, and thy Delivery beautified with an 
acceptable Mein and Deportment: Thus 


will thy Words be filled with Spirit and 


Life; but if thou raiſeſt thy Voice higher, 
and ſpeakeſt faſter than thou find' ſt Spiritual 
Strength to aſſiſt, thou wilt over- run thy 


Opening, and natural Strength alſo, and 


unavoidably fall into Confuſion; therefore, 


as thy Gift differs from thy Brother's, fo 


may thy Delivery, and oy Opening allo, 


which 


\, 
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which I beſeech thee to keep to; then wilt 
thou acquit thyſelf as a Man of God, a 
Workman that need not to be aſhamed, 
rightly dividing the Word of Truth. This 
brings me to ſpeak more particularly to the 
Difference of the Operation or Opening, 


being the zd. and laſt Head under the 


Apoſtle's Notice, who ſays, And there are; cor. xil, 


Diverſities of Operations, but it is the ſame® 
God, which worketh all in all. 


CHAP. IV. 
 Apvices as fo the Matter and Ane of | 
Expreſfion, Sa 


HERE are Diver ſities of Operations, 

but the ſame God, &c. This relates 
to the Opening, which may likewiſe differ 
in the Manner of its being expreſſed, ſeeing 


there are ſundry Wark: of expreſſing the 
ſame Thiag 


| 1ſt, By Prcables or G ſuit- 
ably adapted. | 


2d. By Allegories. 


Firſt, By Parables is the Beauty, Excel- 


lency, and Virtue of Truth often ſet forth _ 


in lively and moving Terms, producing in 
the Hearers the Paſſions of Sorrow, Anger, 


Of Joy, as the Matter ſet forth affects them, 
— 5 __ 
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ſo that hereby they are drawn unawares to 


paſs a ſevere Judgment upon their own 
ings, as in the Caſe of David, when 


Do- 
Na- 


than had by a Parable ſet forth the Rich 
Man's Injuſtice, in taking away the iſs 


Man's Ewe-lamb, which was his All, 


entertain his Gueſt with, and thereby baring | 


his own Flock: Now David hearing 


this 


ſo movingly deſcribed, was ſtruck with ſuch 
an Abhorrence of fo vile an Act, that he 
faid, As the Lord liveth, the Man that hath 
done this T hing ſhall ſurely die, and reſtore 
the Lamb jour A becauſe he bad no Pity: 
| Nathan made the Application, and faid to 
Dawid, Thou art the Man: And David ſoon 
was ſenſible he had paſt a juſt Judgment 
upon himſelf. Sundry 3 might be 
brought to ſet this Way of Speaking in a 
_ true Light; but to avoid Prolixity, I confine 
myſelf to only three more; the firſt is in 
 Mjaiah, where God ſets forth the Honſe of 


Hrael under the Parable of a Vineyard, 


and 


the Men of Judab as his pleaſant Plants; 


having beſtowed great Huſbandry on 


the 


Vineyard, he look'd for Fruit agreeable 
thereto, but being diſappointed, he thus 
complains, When I looked for Grapes, (mean- 
ing "thereby the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, 
Judgment and Truth, agreeable to the Law 
of that juſt God from whom they had re- 
ceived ſo many and unparallel'd Favours) 
they brought forth wild Grapes : meaning 


thereby, Oppreſſ ton, Cruelty, Diſobedience 


and 


Mullice, ſuch Fruits as the Gentiles (who 


* | 
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had not been favoured like the e brought 
forth agreeable to the Nature of their 8 

nerate and corrupt Hearts. | Fr 


© 2 
E 


The ſecond Parable is'our Satow Ahe 

in he ſets forth the Injuſtice of the Fouis by 
the ſame kind of Figure: There was a cer- 
tain Houfholder planted a Vineyard, and ler 
it out to Huſbandmen, and when the Time 
of Fruit came, he ſent his Servants, whons 
they beat; he ſent again and again his Ser- 
vants, aid they met with. the ſame' Treatment; 
but at laſt he faid, I will ſend my Son, per 
haps they will ſtew Reverence unto him ; but 
inſtead of that, ſay they, This is the Heir, 
come let us kill bim and the Inheritance 
_ will be ours. This fo prick'd the Fews to 
the Heart, that they ſoon perceiv'd it re- 
lated to them, and were _ fore offended 
with it, 


The Third and laſt that I ſhall obſerve: 
| here, is in Luke viii. A Sower (fays our 
Saviour) went forth to fow, ſome” fell by the. 
Way-fide, and it was trodden down, and the 
Fro, of the Air devoured it. Some fell upon 
4. Rock, and it withered away, becauſe it 
lacked Meifture :. And ſome fell among Thorns, 
2 the Thorns ſprung up with it — choked 
Some fell on good Ground, and brought 
forth fome an Hundred fold, ſome — 
and * 77 , as In Mat: ki ß 
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Theſe, with ſundry others of the like 
Kind, interſperſed here and there in the 
Text, ſhew the wonderful Excelleney and 
Beauty which are given to and opened in a 
Miniſter by the divine Word, in ſpeaking 
by Parables, Compariſons, or Allegories, 
thereby gaining great Attention; and it is 


very moving, and of good Service to them 
that hear, being given and opened by the 


Spirit lone: And for this Reaſon thou 
mayſt be tempted to imitate ; which when 
any one undertakes, who is not qualified, 
nor opened by the Spirit therein, it makes 
confuſed Work, and inſtead of edifying 
the Hearers, grieves and loads them with 
Trouble and Sorrow, to hear ſolid and di- 
vine Truths ſo darken'd and perplex d, by 

multiplying Words without true Knowledge; 


thus religious People are grieved: But on the 


other hand, this makes Diverſion and Sport 
for the looſer Sort, who are too apt to make 
a Mock at all Religion and Preaching ; ; for 
which Reaſon, it behoves every one to con- 
ſider how they are qualified for the Work 


of the Miniſtry, leſt by undertaking what is 


above their Capacities, and preſent Strength, 
they ſhould cauſe Laughter and Lightneſs, | 
by delivering impertinent Parables, Compa- 
riſons and Allegories, not opened to them, 
— given them by the Spirit of God; that 
Spirit which ſearcheth all Things, yea the 
ep Things of God; and is the Foundation 
of al the true * and Miniſters. 


1 Second, 


1 

Secondly, By Allegories, as the Apoſtle 
fays, Gal. iv. Por it is written, that Abra- 
ham had two Sons, the one by a Bond-maid, 
the other by a Free. woman. But he who was 
of the Bond. woman was born after the Fleſh : 
But he of the Free-woman was by Promiſe. 
Which Things (ſays he) are an Allegory; 
Jor theſe are the two Covenants. For this 
Agar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and anſwer- 
eth to Jeruſalem which now is, and is in 
Bondage with her Children. But Jeruſalem 
which is above, is free, which is the Mother 
of us all (meaning true Believers) that are 
become the Sons of God by Faith in Teſus 


= Chriſt; for none ever receiv'd him by Faith, 


but with him they did receive Power to be- 
come free-born Children of the new Feru- 
ſalem. Another of this Kind is in Hebrews 
the viith. touching the Prieſt- hood, and Office 
of our Saviour as the High Prieft of our 
Profeſſion and Miniſtry, from whom we 
are to receive Power for that Work. 


There are yet other Ways of the Opera- 
tions of the Gift to be ſpoke to, which to 


be more intelligible in, I conclude them | 
under the following Heads 


iſt. By Narration of God's — with 
his . in paſt Ages. | 


2d. By recounting the Gooinel of God 
to ourſelves. 


3d. 
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3d. By declaring the great Encourage- 


ment we have to Virtue, from the e 
5 n have met with, bd 


Lib. By expatiating on be particular 
Text. E | | 5 | 


ib. And laſtly, bo 0M 7 the fag 

ary Diſpenſations of God to Mankind, by 
looking the Myſtery of the Law that came 
by Moes, as figurative of the Goſpel, and 
how the Arne ae did os at the ſame 
_— 


Firſt then, By 8 of God's FR 
with bis People in paſt Ages. Such was the 
Sermon, of Stepben, 45 the viith, and of 
Paul, Acts the xiiith, both which have the 
ſame Tendency; for that of Stephen, Acts 
the viith, the firſt Part of what he faid, 
was by enumerating God's Dealings with 
Abraham, with Jſaac, and with Jrael, to 

ain the Attention and Notice of his Hear- 
ers: For the Subſtance of that Sermon was 
to let them ſee, they were acted by the ſame 
Spirit as were their Fore-fathers who ſtoned 
the Prophets, and put them to Death. For 
(ſays he) as your Fathers did, ſo do ye, 
always refit the Haly Ghoſt. This fo ptick'd 
and gaul'd them, that they verified his 
Words, ſtoning him until he died: By this 
we may learn, the Way of the Spirit which 
fometime leadeth into, and openeth in our 
Mind, Matter which only ſerveth to gain 


* 
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upon the Affection and Attention of them 
that hear; for it one ſhou'd fall directly 
upon their preſent States without a Parable, 
Compariſon, Allegory, or Hiſtorical Rela- 
tion, as introductory thereto, it might 
render our Labour uſcleſs and ineffectual; 
bat ſuch an Introduction, given us by the 
Spirit, may make Way for a more ſearching 
and cloſe Miniſtry, in ſetting the States of 
the Hearers in a true Light before their 
Eyes. | " 


bs. By recounting the Ge of 
God to ourſelves, in his great Mercy viſiting 
our Souls while in the full Career of Diſobe- 
dience; and this requires great Care and 
Caution, that Boaſting may be excluded, 
and the Honour of his Name, whom we 
preach, exalted in our Miniſtry, confi ming 
the ſame by Scripture, and the Experience 
of holy Men recorded therein: Such was 
that of Paul before Feſtus and King Agrippa, 
Atts xxvi. 22. Having therefore (lays he) 
obtained Help of God, I continue unto this Day 
witneſſing 22 to ſmall and great, Verſ. 23. 
| That Chriſt ſhou'd Suffer, and that he. ſhou'd 
be the firſt that (hou'd riſe from the Dead. 
So that when Paul appeal'd to the King's 
Faith, urging, Verſ. 27. I know that thou 
Believeſt; and he confeſs'd himlelf, Vert. 
28. almoſt perſwaded to be a Chriſtian. 
Thus Paul magnified the Goodneſs of God 
to himſelf, yet ſet forth therein, that Chrilt 
is the true and proper Object of F aith. 
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Thirdly, In declaring the great Encourages 
ment wwe have to purſue Virtue, from the 
_ Bleſſings that others have met with thereby, 
ſuch as Enoch, Noab, Abraham, Foſeph, 
Samuel, David, &c. The Author to the 
Hebrews, in the xith Chapter, giving us a 
large Account of the Faithfulneſs of the 
Faithful, both Men and Women, which 
are enumerated to this very End (as himſelf 
declares) that we may be provoked by the 
ſtrongeſt Examples and Inducements to 
follow the ſame Steps in our Purſuit of 
Virtue: For when he ſums up the Evidence 
(as it may be properly termed) in the xiith 
Chapter, he begins, Wherefore jeeing we alſo 
are compaſſed about with ſo great a Cloud of 
Witneſſes, let us lay afide every Weight, and 
| the' Sin which doth ſo eafily beſet us. And 
let us run with Patience ble Race that is ſet 
before us, 


Fourthly, By expatiating on fome certain 
Texts, in the Openings of Life, which is 
ſtill for procuring to them who hear, the 
fame End, by begetting Faith in Chriſt the 
Saviour of the World ; „ for Faith comes by 
Hearing with a believing Heart: Such 
therefore was the Preaching of Philip to 
the Eunuch, 4s viii. For it is written, Phi- 
lip opened þis Mouth, and began at the m_ 
Scripture, and preached unto bim JESUs. 
And ſomewhat like unto this is that of our 
Saviour in Luke the ivth, where He went 
10 the & Pnagegue on the Sabbath- Day, and 
| _ flood, 


* 
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flood up for to read, and there was delivered 
undo him the Book of the Prophet Eſaias; and 
 wwhen he had opened the Book, be found the 
Place where it was written, The Spirit of the 

Lord is upon me, Sc. And be chjed the 

| Book, and gave it again to the Miniſter, and 
fat down : And the Eyes of all them that were © 
in the Synagogue were faſtened on him. Then 

he opened his Mouth, expounding the ſame, 
ſaying, This Day (Verſ, 21.) is this Scrip- 
ture fulfilled in your Ears: Proceeding to 
the Amazement of them that heard him. 


j 1 now come to the etch ind: laſt Head, 
which I Propoſe to intimate to my Rede 


I Fifthly, and laſtly, By Sine forth. the 
ſundry Diſpenſations of God ta Mankind, as 
to Abraham and Lot; and in opening the 
Myſtery of the Law that came by Moles, as 
only preparatory to the Goſpel, and bow: the 
Prophets did point out Chriſt, the Subſtance, 
which was figured forth by the. Offerings and 
Shadows under that Diſpenſation. Now we 
find the Diſpenſation of Angels to Noah, 
Abrabam, and Lot, agreeing with the Pro- 
phbets that came after; for unto Abraham 
Was promiſed the Blefling of all Nations: 
_ Likewiſe opening the trae and ſpiritual 
Meaning of J/rae/'s Travels, after their being 
delivered from Pharaoh's Power and Thral- 
dom, and ſhewing by the Spirit, that theſe 
Things in the Hiſtory have a Meaning to 

| Believers/1 in the Myſtery, ſach as their G- 
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ing through the Red Sea, and being purſued 
by the Power of Egypt, and their Deliver- 
ance by an Almighty Arm, which overturn- 
ed ther Enemies; and their being proved by 
Want of Bread and Water; as alſo their 
g'oſs Miſtake in ſetting up the Egyptian Idol, 
the golden Calf, and dancing before it, with 
this Acclamation of Jov, Theſe be thy gods, 
O Iſrael! Sc. Now Lay, = theſe Things 


that happened to Jirael in Egypt, through 
' the Red Sea, and in the Wilderneſs, have a 


true Reſemblance of Believers travelling from 
ſpiritual Sodom and Egypt, ſo called; which 
is no other than coming from a State of 
fallen Nature in the firſt Adam, in which all 
are dead, and Strangers to God, being in the 
_Enmity, are Children of Wrath, unto a 
'State of Grace and Life through Jeſus Chriſt, 
our ſpiritual Moſes, being reconciled to God 
through him who is the ſecond Adam, the 
Lord from Heaven, who never fell. And 
thus as we are opened by the Spirit, in the 
Miniſtry of the Letter, to hold forth the 
true Meaning of the Spirit, therein we may 
be inſtrumental to bring many Souls out 
of the Enmity and Wrath, to be reconciled 
to God through Jeſus Chriſt. And this 
Miniſtry is called the Word of Reconciliation. 
Noto then we are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as 
though God did beſcech you by us: We pray 
von in Chrift's flead, be ye reconciled to God. 
Now I fay, a Miniſter ought firſt to expe- 
Tience the Veil, that is in the Hiſtory of the 
Letter, taken away by the Operation of 
Chriſt's, 


2 . 


J | 


this 


Chriſt's: Spirit in his own Heart, and the 
Subſtance of the Figures under the- Law, 
iven to him in Ns as and this will 
give him Boldneſs to declare what God has 
done for his Soul, as ſaid the Apoſtle; 


Knowing therefore the Terrors of the Lord, 2 Cor. v. 


ze perſwade Men; viz. we Labour to turn 
Men from Daikneſs to Light, and from the 
Power of Satan (the ſpiritual Pharaoh) unto 
God, c. And as is before obſerved, the 
Senſe of theſe Terrors may be ſo acute 
and ſharp upon the Spirits of our young 
Preacheis, that they may with more Charity 
be excuſed that Warmth of Zeal in warning 
and fore-warning others to forſake thoſe 


. Evils, for which they have ſo lately and ſe- 


verely ſmarted: I ſay, they may be borne 
wich, and Charity ſhou'd be uppermoſt in 
our M inds cowards ſuch, where this is 


| the Caſe. 


Now all theſe a Opneninns of 
the Spirit, as we are conducted therein by 
the Word of Life, are of great Uſe and 
Service in the Church, to beget Faith in 
 Unbelievers, to build up and confirm them 

that have had ſome Taſte and Feeling. of 
the Heavenly Gift; and this may fo ane 
ſome, who have obtained Part of the ſame 
Miniſtry, that they may be in danger of 
Borrowing one of another, and endeavouring 
to imitate the ſame; but not having the 
ſame Virtue and Power attending, the 


Nakedneſs of ſuch will ſoon appear : = 
tac 
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the Danger of Borrowing may lie as near, 


reſpecting the Scriptares of the Old and 
New Teſtament, with any other Books that 


may affect our Minds, as what we have 


heard delivered in the Openings of Life, 


For it is no more lawful for us io preach 
what we have read, becauſe we have read it, 


than it is for us to preach what we have 


| Heard, becauſe we have heard it. Nay, I | 
may further add (what thou wilt find by 
Experience true in due Time) that it is not 


lawful for thee to repeat thy own Experi- 


ence, and former Openings, meerly in thy 
own Strength of Memory and Will; for if 
thou doſt treaſure up and furniſh thyſelf this 
way, thou wilt be greatly diſappointed, and 
thy Doctrine will be like the Manna kept out 
of Seaſon; Worms bred in it, and it flank, 
Now a ſpiritual Miniſter is, and ought every 


Day to be like Blank Paper, when he comes 


| Into the Aſſembly of the Lord's People, not 
depending on any former Openings or Ex- 


mom either of his own or others, that 
Hath heard or read ; but his only and ſole 


Dependance muſt be on the Gift of the 
Spirit, to give, and bring to his Underſtand- 
ing Matter ſuitable to the preſent State of the 


Aſſembly. Thus will thy Words be fitly 


ſpoken, lile Apples of Gold in Pidtures of 


Silver, and thou wilt appear as the Oracle 


of God, miniſtring out of that Ability which 


God gives, and under his Conduct thou wilt 


be ſafe ; thy Words being full of Spirit and 
DT Life, will edify the Hearers, and thy own 


Fo Heart 
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Heart will be full of Comfort and Peace, 
the Comfort of the holy Spirit; which will 
bring thee great Honour and ReſpeR from 


thy Brethren, which ought with great Care 
to be received; and the more thou haſt 
hereof, the mote Humble and Citcumſ 
ought'ſt thou to be in rendring the Honong 
where due, viz. to thy Lord and Maſter, 
the Lord jeſus Chriſt, the great AY 
and Apvſtie of our Profeſſion, 


Having N our young Miniſters thas 
fob; we will conſider them fitted for other 
Services in Travelling, which ſhall be tho 
n of the next c nah a 


ti. 1 


CHAP. v. 


Abpvicxs 70 a cautious Conduct and Depc 
ment in their Travels in the Work of 6 the 
eee | | 


7E will now conſider our ; young > Mi 
niſter, as having an Enlargement of 
both U nderſtanding and Love, engaging his 
Mind to labour for the Good of others; 
aud this can't be confined to thy own Meet- 
ing, Church, or County, where thou haſt 
thy Reſidence; but the conſtraining Power 
of Love, arifing from the Operation of the 
Gift in thy own Mind, may bring thee under 
2 i Concern to Viſit: — Churches 
= | Abrongy 


E 
Abroad, in which Work there generally i i 
a a gradual Beginning; fr/t, in Viſiting thy 
neighbouring Meetings; and in this Work, 
as thou keep'ſt thy Place, thou wilt gain 
Experience, and thereby come to be more 
fic to undertake Teer Service. 


Firſt then, Be not over- ard to Viſit 
Friends Abra leſt thou ſhould'ſt bring 
thyſelf under a Suſpicion of running too faſt; 
neither be too backward, leſt thou ſhould'ſt 
hurt thyſelf by hindering thy Growth in that 
Love which wou'd enlarge thy Mind for the 
edifying of the Church, and thy own Com- 
fort: In order therefore to both, I requeſt a 
due Attention in thy Mind, to feel the con- 
ſtraining Power of Love to draw thy Spirit 
before thou goeſt, which will, with a divine 
Affection, and ardent. Deſire, move ſtrong 
in thee for the Good of them thou art to 
Viſit : Let this reſt upon thee, with a Reſig- 
nation, that if it be thy Place, thou art both 
ready and willing to go. If theſe Deſires 
ariſe in thee from a right Spirit, thou wilt 
feel great Peace in fo giving up, with a clear 
Sight and Satisfaction in thyſelf to go. Now 
after thou haſt given up to Viſit thy neigh- 
bouring Meetings, and art come amongſt 
ſtrange Friends and Faces, thou wilt find 
thyſelf under great Fears and Doubts, how 
: ſhalt come off ; and perhaps it may be, 
poor enough in thy own Eſteem, ſo that 
thou mayſt think thou hadſt better have 
ſtaid at ons z and a val may * 
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thy Mind, that the Friends judge thou art 
out of thy Place: And thus thou mayſt re- 
turn under a Cloud for thy Undertaking, 
and more eſpecially ſo, if thou find'ſt thyſelf 
guilty of Slips in Expreſſion or Doctrine, 
either in miſapplying or miſciting the Text; 
this may dull thy Spirits, and flag thy Incli- 
nations for the preſent exceedingly : But thou 
muſt not reſt here, for the Gift thou haſt 
received will not thus be ſmother'd, if thou 
regardeſt it as thou ought'ſt, and the Trou- 
ble thou meeteſt with may be of good Uſe to 
thee, which hereafter thou mayſt ſee (tho 
it does not now appear) — can as thou 
keep'ſt thy Place, thou wilt find thy Heart 
more ardently inclined to go again, when 
no doubt thy laſt Viſit will be remember'd 
as a Block in thy Way to ſo good a Work; 
but that ought not to hinder, tho' it will 
humble thee ; but go again, chiefly regard- 
ing to look in the pr lace for Help, 
where thou haſt in Time paſt met with it; 
and if thou comeſt off well now this ſecorid 
Viſit, finding All pleaſed, this may raiſe 
thee in thy own Thoughts more than may 


be for thy Good, if thou doſt not watch. 


fully call to Mind the Foundation of that 
Excellency in which thou haſt appeared, 
and give the Praiſe thereof to the Almighty, 
diſcouraging in thyſelf, or any other, any 
Thing that may appear contrary thereto. 
Thus by degrees thou wilt be more ac- 
quainted and inured to ſtrange Faces and 
poems and and wilt get Strength over that 
H _ {hviſh 


1 
flaviſh Fear and Uneaſineſs, occaſioned 
through want of Experience; and as thou 
witneſſeth a Growth in thy Gift, the Word 
of Life, a Concern of greater Moment and 
Conſequence may fall upon thee; for as thy 
Heart is enlarged in the Word of Life, thy 
Love will be farther extended towards the 
Children of Men, and Inclinations will be 
raiſed in thy Mind (in Proportion to that 
Love Mich is begot in thee, by the Gift of 
the Spirit thou haſt received to miniſter from) 
to make farther Viſits to the Meetings and 
People of God, in ſome adjacent County or 


Counties ; angles the Impulſe whereof, thou 
wilt find many Difficulties and Hardſhips 


laid in thy Way, which will bring thee un- 


der a great Strait what to do, ſometimes con- ; 
cluding this, and ſometimes that; but whilſt 
thou art ode this Doubting, it will be pro- . 


per to adviſe with ſome Miniſters, who have 


had ſome Experience in the like Caſe, and 
let them know, how it is and hath been 


with thee, reſpecting thy preſent Concern, 
and they may be aſſiſting to ſatisfy thy 


Mind, and thou mayſt from that conclude 


to give Way, being eaſy and well ſatisfied 
it is thy Place to go; but before thou takeſt 
thy Journey, lay the Matter before thy 
Brethren, in order for a proper Certificate, 
or a Letter of Recommendation, ſignifying 


their Satisfaction and Unity with thy Un- 


dertaking. All this being done, the Con- 


ſent of thy Friends and Brethren obtained, 


and nothing appearing. now to obſtruct, 
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give up freely to make this intended Viſit, 
always minding, that thou keepeſt cloſe to 
thy Gift, and followeſt the Leadings thereof 
both in thy Journeyings and Doctrine; ſo 
wilt thou find thy Strength inwardly to in- 
creaſe, and Experience will be daily added 
to thy Knowledge, and thou wilt be pre- 
| ſerved from going too faſt in thy Travels, 
or from being perſwaded to go out of thy 
right Line, and Concern ; or from lingering 
too long in particular Places, all which are 
hurtful Miſtakes when fallen into; but as 
thy Mind is preſerved under the Conduct of 
the Spirit and Word of Truth, thou wilt fee 
when it is thy Place to return; and the ſame 
conſtraining Power of Love in thy Heart, 
which drew thee forth, will lead thee home 
again; and when thou art there, endeavour 
to keep thy Place in Humility, leſt thou 
ſhould'ſt miſs thy Way by endeavouring to 
appear as an able Miniſter, ſuppoling, be- 
cauſe thou haſt been Abroad a little, thou 
muſt now give ſome Proof of thy Apoſtleſhip 
by enlarging on ſuch Matters as come before 
_ thee, apprehending, that thy Friends at 
home may expect ſuch a Performance from 
thee; and if thou ſhould'ſt let thy Mind 
| out to anſwer them therein, thou mayſt diſ- 
appoint thyſelf as well as thoſe that hear thee. 

| To avoid which, be mindful to regard thy 
Opening, proceeding no farther than led by 
the Spirit in thy Miniſtry, let it be little or 
much, without endeavouring to make it 
more or leſs; neither covet to appear well 
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read or learned; for by giving Way to ſuch 
a2 Temper thou mayſt diſcover thy Weakneſs, 
and appear both fooliſh and impertinent to 
them that hear thee. It is ſafe for a Mini- 
ſter to deſire no other Knowledge than the 
Work of Regeneration in his own Mind, 
that he may Teak to others the Things of 
the Spirit (in ſuch Words of Plainneſs as are 
received from it) becauſe he knows them to 
be true in his own Experience, always re- 
membering, that it is not lawful for us to 
| ſpeak our own Experience in our own Time 
and Will, but we muſt wait to feel ſome 
ſpiritual Virtue, and divine Aſſiſtance in our 
Minds, enabling us, by opening our Under- 
ſtandings, to declare to others with Power 
and Authority, in the Word of Life, what 
God has done for our Souls; and this will 
be delivered in ſuch Terms and Plainneſs of 
Speech, as they that are unlearned, and of 
low Capacities, will underſtand ; but if we 
undertake the Work in our own Time, and 
depend upon Strength of Memory, either : 
from what has been opened to us before, 
or from what we have formerly had in our 
Experience, we ſhall eaſily fall under that 
Temptation of endeavouring to appear elo- 
quent, by embelliſhing our Diſcourſe with 
ſuch Terms and Phraſes as we may not 
- rightly underſtand, and therefore may miſ- 
apply; and thus by aſpiring to appear know- 
ing, well read, and eloquent, we may diſco- 
ver our Nakedneſs by aiming at forbidden 
WA as our firſt Parents did: 7 


Safet 
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Safety therefore ſtands in keeping to the 
Root of the Miniſtry, the Inſpiration of the 
Spirit, patiently waiting at all Times to 
know our Places and Services in the Mini- 
ſtry, that when we ſpeak, it may be the 
Word and Mind of the Spirit, and not our 
own; and when we miniſter, it may be in 
that Strength and Ability which God is 
pleaſed to give, and not our own; and thus 
ſhall we gain Strength, and our Labour will 
be acceptable; the Hearts of our Brethren 
will be opened and enlarged towards us, 
as we thus approve. ourſelves Work-men 
that rightly divide the Word of Truth; 
herein neither we ourſelves, nor thoſe that 
hear us, will have any juſt Cauſe to be 
aſhamed. 


Now as thou thus keepeſt thy Place in 
thy Gift, thou wilt grow therein, and th 
Deſire and Inclinations will likewiſe wit 
ardent Love grow in Proportion with thy 
Gift ; for the Tendency of a ſpiritual Mini- 


ſtry, and its Nature is ſuch, that it enflames 


the Mind, wherever it is, with a Deſire of 
doing Good to the Souls of Men, and to be 
Inſtrumental to promote their Happineſs, 
both here and hereafter, according to that 
Ability received ; and this is no other than 
the Love of God in Chriſt Jeſus, working 
on thy Mind, and gently conſtraining thee 
to ſo good a Work; and thou wilt now 
clearly ſee, that a Diſpenſation of che Goſpel 
0 Sven thee in and thy Care 
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ought to increaſe with thy Gift, how to 
Diſcharge thy Duty therein; but thou 
wilt alſo find at Times very ſtrong Reaſon- 
ings againſt thy Undertaking, nay perhaps 
ſtronger than before, and wilt be ready to 
think, and fay to thyſelf, Why fhou'd 7 
trouble my Mind about theſe Things, I bad 
beſt mind my own Work now I am young, and 
endeavour to improve myſelf in the Affairs of 
this Life, which will be both prudent and 
commendable ; this I will endeavour, and 
kkewiſe be as religious and careful of 'myſe FF 
as T can, and let others look to themſelves for 
me, that's their Duty and not mine. Such 
like Reaſonings as theſe will at Times riſe 
very high in thy Way; but notwithſtand- 
ing, as thou keepeſt to thy Gift, and wait- 
eft in it, all theſe Clouds of Reaſonings 
will vaniſh, and thy Mind will be ſecretly 


| enflamed with Love to promote Faith on 
the Earth. 


Now the firſt Journey I fappoſed very 
ſhort, ſoon out and ſoon Home ; but pre- 
| ſuming the next to be longer, it will be 
more needful than it was the firſt Time 
to have the Approbation of the Monthly- 
Meeting of which thou art a Member, and 
it may ſo happen, that ſome of thy Brethren | 
may think that thou art not qualified for ſuch 


an Undertaking, but they may adviſe thee 


to tarry at Home till thou art (in their 
Thoughts) better fitted for ſuch a Viſit; and 
this may be a very hard Trial, which if 
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rightly taken, may prove hurtful to thy 
Mind; for if thou art apt to be dejected, 
this may bring the very low, and ſtagger 
thee, ſo as to call in queſtion | the ve 
Foundation which thou haſt thus far pro- 
ceeded upon in thy Miniſtry, but if thou 
| keepeſt thy Place in thy Gift, this will be 
of great Benefit to thee, in gaining Expe- 
' rience, I ſay, here will be a great need 


|. «of keeping a cloſe Watch over thy own 


Temper and Spirit, leſt Prejudice ſhou'd 
beget hard Thoughts in thy Mind againſt 
thoſe whom thou mayſt look upon as Oppo- 
ſers, becauſe they ſcruple giving Conſent to 
thy travelling ſo long a Journey as is pro- 
_ poſed; fo that if thou art of a vindictive 
Temper, and apt to reſent, this may, if 
thou art not very watchful, tincture thy 
Miniſtry with Bitterneſs which will appear 
by giving flant and fide Strokes in thy 
Preaching, or by ſuffering thyſelf to think, 
that what they offer in Oppoſition to thy 
Travelling, proceeds from ſome private 
Pique or Reſentment, and not from any 
juſt Cauſe of Objection that they have 
to thy Miniſtry, but out of a captious 
Humour they ſet themſelves againſt thee; 
and thou to be even with them, giving 
way to Paſſion and Reſentment, fo that 
thy Mind is ſoured, and thy Miniſtry tinc- 
tured with Anger and Revenge, giving Side- 
blows with a View to oppoſe thy Oppoſers ; 
but whatever thy Succeſs may be reſpecting. 
ey thou mayſt aſſure thyſelf, by this 
ö Conduct 


r 
Conduct thou wilt expoſe thyſelf to Con- 
tempt with thy Beſt Friends, and make thy 
Way more ſtrait, by increaſing the Num- 


ber of diſſatisfied Brethren by thy Preaching 


ſo full of Reſentment, and void of Goſpel 

Love; the more thou ſtriveſt this Way for 
Victory and Enlargement, the greater and 
Kronger the Oppoſition will be againſt thee, 
and thou wilt become an Object of Con- 
tempt: Therefore to avoid all the Incon- 
veniences that may ariſe on this Account, 
it will be fit to conſider, that for every 
Fault or Error thou art guilty of in thy 


Travels, whether it be in Doctrine or Con- 


verſation, the Meeting and, Friends that 
have recommended thee as a Miniſter, muſt 
ſhare largely with thee, both in the Blame 
and Shame thou bring'ſt upon thy Profeſſion 
and Miniftry, by thy ill Conduct or diſ- 
agreeable Doctrine; and therefore every 
Friend and Brother in thy own Meeting 
ought to be ſatisfied, both reſpecting thy 
Miniſtry and Conduct as a Miniſter, e'er 
they ſign Letters recommendatory on thy 
Behalf ; nay, it is the indiſpenſable Duty 
of every Member, having a juſt Cauſe 
of Objection, to oppoſe thy Pretenſions to 
Travel as a Miniſter, with this Caution, 
that he in a Brotherly and Goſpel Spirit 


- -ſhew the Cauſe of his Objections; and 


whether it may relate to thy Doctrine or 
: Converſation, or both, let this Mind be in 
_ thee, that it is deſigned for the Good of the 
| whole, and with a View to prevent any 
Unealing)s 
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Uneaſineſs to the Society, and not in any 


Prejudice to thee, but for thine and the 
Churches Good; therefore guard againſt a 


Spirit of Reſentment, and keep in Love and 


Charity with all thoſe that may appear 
againſt thee, deſiring above all, to be endu- 
ed with an humble and forgiving Spirit; 
put the beſt Meaning on what thou haſt 
met with, that it was and is deſign'd for 
thy Good, with a View to ſave both thine 
and the Monthly Meeting's Credit, where 
thou art a Member, making thy bumble 
Application in Spirit to God for true Wil- 
dom, and the Spirit of a found Mind to 
condad thee in this Time of Trial, by 
Oppoſition from ſuch as may wiſh both thee 
and the Cauſe of Religion right well in 
general, keeping cloſe to thy Gift, forbear- 
ing to appear in the Miniſtry, if thou feeleſt 
any Tincture of Sourneſs or Reſentment, 
but wait in Silence until all that is purged 
out and taken away, by the prevailing 
Power of Love in Chriſt Jeſus, that ſo the 
Miniſtry of Reconciliation from him may 
fill thy Mind; and in this, as thou art kept 
and preſerved, thou wilt through Patience 
overcome all that may o poſe thee: Thus 
wilt thou, by divine Aid: be able to turn 
thy Water (which hath been afflicting) into 
Wine, and thy Way will be opened, all 
Objections removed, and ſome whom thou 
mayſt have look'd upon as Enemies, may 
appear now thy beſt Friends, who have 
watch'd over thee ? for Good, ; and finding all 


I 8 their 
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their Objections anſwered, and Uneaſineſſes 
concerning thee removed, by thy humble, 
meek, and prudent Conduct, may with 
both Freedom and Pleaſure conſent to fign 
thy Credentials as a Miniſter in Unity 
with them; tho' they may not all come in 
at once, but ſome may receive ſuch Im 
preſſions, by conteſting the Point, that it 
will require Time to wear out; but thy 
Strength will increaſe, and the Love of thy 
Brethren grow ſtrong towards thee, for the 


Work's Sake. 


Thus by Faith, having through Patience 
ſurmounted all theſe Difficulties, thou wilt 
find the Words of the Apoſtle true, that 
All Things ſhall work together for G ood, 70 
them "4 love and fear God. And theſe 
Afflictions and Trials will add to thy ſpiri- | 
| tual Improvement, and thou wilt grow in 
the Root, and thy Experience will be much 
enlarged, and great will be thy Comfort and 
Peace. But ſuppoſe again, that thou meet- 
_ eſt with no Oppoſition of this Kind, but 
the Meeting, and every Member in it, are 
pleas'd, and chearfully recommend thee as 
a Miniſter in Unity with them ; then it is 
needful to conſider, that thou haſt in ſome 

good degree the Credit and Honour of that 

Meeting repoſed in thee, of which thou 
ought'ſt for both thy own Sake and theirs, 
to be very circumſpect and careful, know- 
ing that if thou ſhould'ſt bring any Diſ- 
| _ or Shame * thyſelf, either in thy 
Miniſt 
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Miniſtry or Converſation, the Meeting that 
have certified on thy Behalf, will likewiſe 
ſuffer with thee, and come under Blame 
for recommending thee as a Miniſter, 
finding that thou anſwereſt not the Charac- 
ter given concerning thee; and under this 
State thy Return will bring both Sorrow 
and Shame to thy Friends at home: For 
the avoiding whereof, the next Chapter 
containeth ſome needful Cautions and Coun- 
ſel. I conclude this with Paul's Advice to 
Timothy : I charge thee therefore before God, 2 Tim. . 
and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, preach the Word, yy 
beo inſtant in Seaſon, out of Seaſon ; reprove, 
rebuke, exbort with all Long - ſuffering and 
Doctrine: For the Time will come, when 
they will not endure found Doctrine. But 
watch thou in all Things, endure Aflictions, 
do the Work of an Evangeliſt, make full Proof 
f thy Miniſtry. This excellent Advice, 
with that in the cloſe of the ſecond Chapter, : — 3 
is worthy of our Notice and Conſideration, 


— 


CHAP. VI 
Cautions againſt Pride and Exaltedneſs, med- 
ling in Matters, ſpreading Reports, &c. 
and a general Recommendation of Humility 


and Meekneſs in all Things. 


I Now ſuppoſe thee ready to take thy 
Journey, in Unity with thy Brethren, 
| manifeſted by a Certificate given thee for 
, that Purpoſe. Thus leaving them in the 
* Ia ?!“ 
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ſweet Fellowſhip of the Goſpel, having their 
Prayers for thy Preſervation and Succeſs; yet 
Not without great Fear, and it may be 
Weeping, thou ſetteſt out, doubting how it 
may anſwer; but thou mayſt perhaps be 

well ſatisfied for a few Meetings at thy firſt 
ſetting out in this great Humility of Mind; 
but thou muſt then keep ſo humble and 
inward with the Lord in Spirit, as to wait 
daily for the Renewings of both Wiſdom 
4 Power from him; and thus may thy 
Mind be ſupplied, every Meeting, with new 
Life and Matter ſuiting the States of the 
People thou art amongſt; and this will be 
to thy Comfort and Peace, and to their 
Edification. | 


But if after theſe freſh Supplics that = | 
daily art favoured with, thou ſhould'ſt grow 
unmindful what thou really art, and l 
to think thyſelf in a better Capacity for the 
Work than formerly, and the Eſteem and 
Favour ſhewn thee by thy Friends, begins 
to ſwell thy Mind above that humble and 
depending Frame ; thou wilt find after ſuch 

a State of Mind prevails upon thee, that 
pas 259” and Barrenneſs of Soul will enſue ; ; 
and if thou doſt not bethink thyſelf ſeaſona- 
bly to return, but endeavour'ſt in thy own 

Sith and Will to fave thy Credit as a 
_ Miniſter, thou wilt loſe Ground taſter than 
it was gained. Thus ſome, after they have 
begun well, and gone on ſo for ſome Time, 
having gained ſome Experience, and a form , 


of # 
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of ſound Words, but for want of keeping 
humble and inward in Spirit with the Lord, 
they have inſenſibly gone from the F ounda- 
tion and Spring of living Miniſtry, and 
depended on Memory, former Experience, 
and Openings, and not on the Inſpiration of 
the Spirit, which is the Root of all true Mini- 
ſtry, and what proceeds from it is always 
new and acceptable. I ſay, ſuch have fallen 
into Repetitions of the ſame Things, without 
a Newnels of Virtue attending them therein, 
and ſo have become formal Miniſters in the 
Oldneſs of the Letter; and this Sort of 
Preaching may take with ſome, eſpecially 
thoſe that are unſenſible of the Virtue of the 
Spirit to reveal unto them the Things of the 
Spirit of God. But notwithſtanding thou 
mayſt have Favour and Credit with ſuch as 
a Preacher, and may be by thoſe reſpected 
for a little Time, and regarded as ſuch; yet 
the longer that thou goeſt on in this Way, 
the more thou wilt covet Honour and Pre- 
eminence, yea, thou wilt in Time be apt to 
ſeek the Praiſe of Men more than of God, 
and out of Humour, being diſpleaſed if thou 
haſt it not. But alas, this is poor Work; 
for by the Living in Religion thou wilt. ſoon 
be diſcovered, and found out to be but an 
empty, dry, and unfruitful Formaliſt; and 
they that are Alive unto God, will ſee thee 
plainly to be ſuch ; for the Lord's People, 
who have a ſpiritual Diſcerning, can't belong 
impoſed upon, but they will find out, and 


5 * cover the true Voice from the falſe, loving 
( | | 1 
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the fit, and thee for the Sake thereof; but 
rejecting the /a/?, and the Authors thereof, 
be they whoever they may : Therefore all 


thy Contrivance, Fore-caſt, and Skill, uſed 
to the utmoſt Advantage in thy own Time, 
Will, and Strength, will prove but as a 
broken Ciſtern that can hold no Water, that 
will ever afford Refreſhment to the People 
of God, but will load and grieve them. To 
avoid all which, it will be ſafe to keep in an 
humble Dependance, endeavouring to keep 
near the Lord, having him always before 
our Eyes, that we may receive daily Ability 
from him, and ſpeak as we feel our Minds 
moved by his divine Spirit; and whether it 
be little or much that we have to ſay, be 
__ thankful that we are favoured with his Pre- 
ſence and Life in our Miniſtry, not ſo much 
regarding what others may ſay or judge con- 


cerning us, as the Peace and Satisfaction that 


we inwardly enjoy by the Word of Life, that 
Life which is the Light of Men. Thou mayſt 

fnd thyſelf as this Day drawn forth and 
greatly enlarged in thy Miniſtry, but to 
Morrow thou mayſt be ſhut up, barren and 
poor, having but very little to ſay, and that 
but very brokenly, as with a ſtammering 
Tongue, which may ſeem very uneaſy to 
thee ſo to appear; and under ſuch a Con- 
dition thou mayſt be tempted to go beyond 
thy Commiſſion, This ought always to be 
watch'd againſt, for it is our ſafeſt and beſt 
Way, at all Times, to appear juſt as we feel 
Power and Strength in our Gitts, . 


C 
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ing to keep our Minds in Patience, be it 


how it will, knowing that the Wind blows Joba i 2 | 


obere, when, as ſtrong, and weak, as it 
liſtetb, and we can neither add or diminiſh 
ought from it; but if in the Time of Weak- 
neſs we endeavour to hide ourſelves by mul. 
tiplying Words, we ſhall diſcover ſtill more 
Weakneſs, and in this State Silence will be 
much more ſafe than Preaching ; therefore 
if thou haſt but little to ſay, ſay but little; 
and if thou haſt nothing to ſay, be flent ; 
for altho' thou mayſt be judged as out of 
thy Place in Travelling, having nothing t6 
preach, yet if any count this as a Fault to 


de aſhamed of, it is to be conſidered, that 


this reputed Shame (for in reality it is thy 
Credit) will fall more directly upon thyſelf, 
in thy undertaking to preach without any 
Authority for ſo doing; for by ſuch an 
Undertaking thou mayſt fall unwares into 
| ſuch Impertinences that may be a real Shame, 
both to thyſelf and thy Brethren alſo, who 
will hereby ſhare — with thee, and the 
Principle be reproach'd for thy Folly and 
Forwardneſs in pretending to Inſpiration, 
when thou haſt it not; therefore, if at Times 
thou art very poor, and has nothing to ſay, 
let not this tempt thee to go beyond thy 
Line; for this Poverty and Affliction thou 
art under, may by divine Purpoſe be brought 
upon thee, to prepare thy Mind to ſpeak 
more feelingly, and with moving Language 
to others under the like Diſtreſs, and Bar- 
renneſs of Soul. Thus are the Miniſters of 
7 WE Chriſt 
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EC 
Chriſt often, as it may be ſaid, baptized for 


the Dead, v2. they are given to taſte of the 


various os near Trials that Believers are 


exerciſed and proved by, and are likewiſe 
made to taſte and feel of the infinite Mercy 


of God, in Raiſing them from Death to 
Life, and from the Power of Satan and 
Darkneſs, to partake of the Joys of Immor- 
tality and eternal Life, brought to Light 
again by the Goſpel. 


And when a Miniſter is thus el by 
ſpiritual Affliction, occaſioned by the with- 


p eee of divine Virtue from his Mind, and 


ſuffered, as many good Men have been, to be 


buffeted, tempted, tried, and fifted by Satan, 


feeling Faith, Hope, and Patience almoſt to 


fail, yet in this State, by a ſecret and hidden 


Power, neither ſeen nor thought of, he is 
preſerved; tho' for very Anguith he may be 
ready to cry out in the Bitterneſs of his Soul, 


Oh! wretched Man that I am, to ase 


what I was not called to, and to run Cer I 
was ſent, my Puniſhment i greater than 1 
can bear, Thus it pleaſes God to ſuffer his 


Miniſters to be proved, that they may come 
forth as Veſſels fit for the Refiner. 


But then, when this 1 is pleaſed 
to reveal himſelf the Beloved of the Soul, 
Oh! what exceeding Joy, what exceeding 
Soul Satisfaction then? Oh! then a Miniſter 
can from Experience cry out and ſay, Come 


taſte and fee that God i 10 ' B99 and worthy to 


* 


. 


Bok 
ze waited upon. Oh! come, and T'll tell Jou 
what God has done for my Soul. 


Now this Miniſtry begets Faith, and raiſes 
the Hearers Minds up unto the lively Hope 
of the Goſpel, the Power of Life, in the 
Preaching of the Word as the Oracles of God, 
and 1n that Ability we receive from him. 


Here we find fach Rind of Trials and 
Afflictions by Poverty and Barrenneſs, to 
turn both to ours and the Churches Good, 
as we keep the Word of God's Patience; 
and tho' in this State of Poverty and Weak- 
neſs, ſympathizing Friends are very few, 
and ſuch as will frown and look ſtrange 
Upon us, may be many ; yet nevertheleſs, 
ſuch whoſe Eyes are upon us, ſome for Evil, 
and ſome for Good, will ſee that our Ex- 
cellency is in him that has called us to this 
Work, and not in ourſelves; and in due 
Time, as we keep in Humility and Patience, 
waiting in our Gifts, we ſhall be drawn 
forth and enlarged to the Satisfaction of 
them that hear us : The Scale may come to 
be turned, and thou mayſt now have more 
- admire, and ſpeak in thy Praife, than thou 
hadſt to frown upon thee ; for ſuch is the 
Fickleneſs and Uncertainty of many in this 
| Reſpect, that they will turn both with us, 
and againſt us im a ſhort Time, fo that the 
more Applauſe we have, the more fearful of 
_ ourſelves we ought to be; but if we ſhou'd 
be exalted in ourſelves, by Reaſon that we 
| | are 


L 
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are admired by common Fame, we may, 
cer we are aware of it, bring ourſelves | into 
the ſame Condition before deſcribed, and 
all that Friendthip may be turned into Slight 
and Enmity again : It is therefore very tafe 


for us, at all Times to keep humble, and 


inward with the Lord, waiting in our Gifts, 
that we may truly know when to ſpeak, 
and what, as likewiſe when to be filent ; 
herein we ſhall grow from one Degree of 
Experience to another, the Goſpel will be 


purely preached, and the Work will proſper _ 
in our Hands, 


Next, bh careful of thy Converſation ; for 
it may 10 happen, that where thou lodgeſt, 
either caſually or deſignedly, thou mayſt 
hear of ſome Differences ſubſiſting amongſt 
Friends, and others may likewiſe expoſe 
ſome Vices, that ſome of their Meeting may 


be addicted to, of which they will be pleaſ- 


ed thou takeſt Notice; but to all ſuch kind 
of Diſcourſes thou oughteſt to give no heed, 
but rather with Decency ſhun them, leſt 


they ſhould bias thy Mind in thy Miniſtry, 


and ſo thou mayſt preach by Information, 
more than by Inſpiration: This will hurt 

thy Service and Reputation; but if after thy 
Service is over, thou meeteſt with any Thing 
of this Kind, and canſt have Freedom to 


- adviſe, or be ſerviceable in any Reſpect, to 
ſet right Things which are amiſs, endeavour 
to keep in the Way of thy Duty with all 


Humility, and d Faticnce, conſidering impa 
tia 


5 


ie}: 
tially what is ſaid on all fides ; then meekly 
perſwade to Peace, rather than judge amongſt - 


them, for it may be dangerous to judge on 


either ſide, without a fair Hearing, leſt thou 
ſhould give Strength to that which thou 
ought'ſt not; but if we can in a Friendly 
manner, bring contending Parties to an 


Agreement, we ſhall do a good Work; and 


if we have any Advice to give to the Diſ- 
orderly and Vicious, let it be done in much 
Love and Tenderneſs, rather ſhewing the 
evil Conſequences of ſuch Practices, by 
Compariſon in other Men, (which may 
ſhew them their Folly) than to fall directly 
upon them. By this Way of Reproof, Na- 
than brought David to paſs Sentence upon 
himſelf ; and if thou art inſtrumental to ſet 
their Folly in a clear Light, they may there- 
by be prevailed on to Reform and Amend, 
Thy prudent Conduct herein will much in- 
creaſe both thy Service, and Peace. 


Next, be careful not to carry Tales and 


| Reports from one Place to another; for ſome 


\ 


have, by ſuch Work, made themſelves very 


Offenſive ; ; and conſider, that Tale-bearing 16 Lev. xix. 
is forbidden under the Law, as of perni- 


cious Conſequence to the Peace of Society. 
How bale then muſt it appear in a Goſpel 


Miniſter, to be guilty of this Folly ? There- 
fore, if thou at any Time art informed of 
ought concerning any Friend, that may in- 


jure his Character, firſt enquire, whether 


ſuch an Informer bath given ſuch an one 
K 2 ' Goſpel 
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Goſpel Order; and whether, if he be called 
upon to vouch what he has ſaid, he will 
abide by that Report? This will be a Means 
to put a Stop to Tale-bearing in a good 
Degree: Yet for all this, if thou find'ſt a 
Concern to adviſe with ſuch an one, and to 
let him know what thou haſt heard con- 
cerning his, or her Condu@, minding that 
Prohibition, Exod. xxiii. 1. againſt falſe Re- 
rfs, this will make it needful, if what thou 
haſt heard be queſtioned, as to its Truth, 
for thee to make known thy Authors, to 
make out what they have Reported; and if 
it appears on Examination falſe, a Stop will 
be put to it, which otherwiſe, by the Me- 
fthod of, 7 will tell thee, but do thou keep it 
to thyſelf, might go far and wide : This 
Conduct will be as a Fortreſs againſt all ſuch 
buſy People, who love to ſcan their Neigh- 
bours Failings, while they overlook their 
own; and thy Credit will grow with thy F 
Friends, and thy Gift will make Room fol- 
| thee, as thou art thus preſerved : But if thou 
ſhould'ſt have a Pleaſure in, and encourage 
ſuch Tatling, thou wilt hurt thy Service, 
and feed that Temper in others as well as in 
thyſelf, which ought to be ſlain; therefore 
never hear nor receive any ſuch Report, 
but from ſuch judicious Friends who have 
Jaboured in a Spirit of Love to reclaim ſuch 
_ Offenders, and want thy Aid to ſtrengthen 
their Endeavours already uſed for the Good 
of ſuch ; which is what in Juſtice, accord- 


ing to Goſpel Doctrine, we owe one to 
another! 


1 
another: This Kind of Behaviour will an- 
ſwer thy Character, and thou wilt have 
Praiſe for the ſame. 55 


In the Courſe of thy Travels thou wilt 
Have frequent Opportunities with Friends at 
their Meetings of Diſcipline, wherein there 
may happen ſometimes warm Debates, which 
may, if thou art not very careful and re- 
ſerved, be a Snare to thee in thy Conduct, 
and thou mayſt be too eaſily provoked to 
ſpeak on one ſide or the other, before thou 
doſt rightly know and underſtand the Matter. 
Now, altho' I wou'd have us be very careful 
and cautious, how we meddle at ſuch Times, 


and in ſuch Meetings, yet I would, that we 5 


ſhou'd exerciſe both our Ears avid Under- 
ſtandings, waiting in our Gifts; perhaps we 
may have a Service in reconciling Matters in 
Debate; and if thou find'ſt it thy Place to 

ſpeak, be upon the Enguzrry, to find yet more 
clearly the right Thing that is contended for, 
and let thy Words be delivered with great - 
Deference and Regard to both Parties, wich 
that decent Condeſcenſion, Submiſſion and 
Sweetneſs, that is becoming thy Age and 
Experience to treat thy F ciends with, 


If thou ſhould'ſt likewiſe obſerve a Dif- 

ference in the Management of their Affairs, 
reſpeCting their Diſcipline in common, from 
what it is in the Meeting whereof thou art 
a Member, and from this mayſt judge thy- 
ny able to ſhew them a better Method, 

which 
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which Method by Cuſtom is become fami- 


liar to thee, and if thou art forward to dic- 


tate, by endeavouring to perſwade them to 
alter their Method of ordering Matters, thou 
mayſt be look d upon as a buſy Meddler in 
what concerns thee not. But if in private 
Converſation, ſome better Notions of Ma- 
nagement reſpecting the making ſuch Meet- 
ings more ſerviceable, to anſwer the good 
End propoſed by them for the Benefit of 
Society, can be cultivated in the Minds of 
thoſe concerned, and ſo propagated by De- 


grees, it might be of great Uſe; but haſty 


Revolutions and Changes in Forms of Dil. 
cipline are of dangerous Conſequence, and 


ought never to be attempted, but upon 


Conſiderations well digeſted; for it may 
offend ſome, and unſettle others, by raiſing 


' Debates for and againſt, which may cauſe 


great Heats if they be ſtiff on both Sides, as 


it may likely ſo £11 out, to the Breach of 


Unity, and lefſening Brotherly Love and 


Charity one towards another. 


1 have tene that * a Monthly 
or Quarterly Meeting have continued in the 
Method recommended to them by ſome 
worthy Elders who are now gone, and left 


this Practice as it were a Legacy to them, 


ſome have been very much opinionated 
thereof, in Honour to the Founders of tho 
Method they may be in; and we not know- 


ing the Reaſon inducing ſuch worthy Elders 
to (ia or n TP of Management, * 
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to be very tender in judging” about Thing 
of this Nature ; and it may not be fo mate- 
rial, whether Things may be done -this or 
that Way, for the Good of the whole, fo 
they be done in Charity and Love; there- 
fore let us in our Travels take Care, not 
haſtily to meddle and dip into theſe Aﬀairs, 
and ſo do more Hurt than Good, 


N ow as to thy private Conduct in all 
Places where thou art with thy Friends : Be 
very modeſt and thankful for fuch Entertain- 
ment as may be given thee ; and tho' it may 
be but (in thy Eſteem) poor and mean, yet 
as thou haſt it from a ſincere, loving, hearty 
and honeſt Mind, according to the Ability 
of the Giver, be content, thankful and 
chearful with it; ; remembring who ſaid, He 
that gives a Cup of cold Water to a Prophet, in 
the Name of a Prophet, ſhall have a Prophet's 
Reward. And 3 againſt ſpeaking diſ⸗ 
reſbectfully in any other Place of that Enter- 
tainment, (tho mean) for that may be very 
offenſive, and give great Uneaſineſs, being 
a Hurt to thyſelf more than thou mayſt be 
aware of; but in theſe Matters behave as 
becomes thy Place and Service. 


And in thy Converſation, whether in pub- 
lick, or more privately with thoſe of a diffe- 
rent Sex, be ſtrictly careful to avoid too 
great Familiarities, and every Thing which, 
tho' innocent in itſelf, may give any juſt 
Occaſion of Offence to ſach who may be 
watching 


1 
watching over thy Conduct, either with a 
good or evil Eye; that ſo thou mayſt not 
only be preſerved from Evil, but likewiſe 
from every Appearance thereof; and by a 
prudent and inoffenſive Behaviour adorn the 
Goſpel of God our Saviour, and be an Ex- 
ample to the Believers, not only in Word and 
Doctrine in publick, but likewiſe in private, 
in Converſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in 
Faith, and in Purity. 


And if thou art unmarried, carefully guard 
againſt either making or receiving any Pro- 
poſals to alter thy Condition haſtily, and 
without being well adviſed, ' and ſeeing thy 
Way clear therein; but finiſh thy Journey 
firſt, let the other reſt till that is over, ſo 

wilt thou avoid the Riſque of any Reproach 
that might fall upon thee for any Miſbeha- 
viour in that Matter, 5 


Take what Care thou canſt, according to 
thy Ability, not to make the Goſpel charge- 
able to thy Friends, in going from one Place 


to another, neither be difficult to pleaſe in 


ſuch Places, but always ſnew thyſelf eaſy and 
contented with ſuch Entertainment as can be 
had; ſome Tempers, though ſtrait handed 
enough themſelves, are yet difficult to pleaſe, 
and apt to find Fault, giving by ſuch Con- 
duct Uneaſineſs to their Friends ; but as we 
have no Views of Reward from our Hearers, 
nor ought to deſire any other than a little 
Supply for the preſent Occaſion, of what is 

| OD 2 needful 
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needful to Eat and Drink, for which, let us 
be thankfully contented, and not ſhew any 
Uneaſineſs, if what is ſet before us don't fo 
well ſuit our preſent Wants, but conſider the 
Ability of the Friends where we are, who 
may exceed their common Way of Living 
conſiderably, the better to accommodate us ; 
A diſcontented and murmuring Spirit hath 
done Hurt, and given Occaſion for ſome to 
ſay, That the Dejign of Such in going Abroad 
was to Eat and Diink, more than to Preach 
the Goſpel ; a Reflection, I hope, every 
Friend in his Travel will take Care to avoid, 
and take all Occaſions to prevent; not for- 
getting, that all the Malice the World and 
the Devil have vented againſt the true 
Miniſtry amongſt us, could never fix the 
Odium upon us juſtly, of being Mercenary, 
that is, ſuch who ever look'd for Gifts, or 
ſought after Rewards ; a Leproſy affecting | 
all the Hireling Teachers in the World, of 
what kind ſoever. 


Dear Brethren, let us maintain in our 
Conduct that noble Way we have ever 
walked in, that as we have freely received 
our Miniſtry from God by his Spirit, freely 
to give to the People ; for a free Miniſtry 
will ſtand, and be continued in the Church 
to lateſt Poſterity ; but the Hirelings will be 
rejected more and more, and come to nought 


by degrees. | 
1 F Nea 
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Next, where thou comeſt, enquire if chere 
are any fick, either in Body or Mind 
amongſt them, and wait to know thy Place 
and Freedom in thy Gift to viſit ſuch ; but 
in all ſuch Viſits, let thy Words be few and 
weighty, for if thou ſhould'ſt give Way 
thyſelf to much Diſcourſe, or indulge it in 
thoſe thou viſiteſt, it may hurt thy Service 
to them, and render it void; therefore re- 
gard the Weight of thy Gift to open thy 
Underſtanding, that whether thou mayſt be 
opened in ſome ſhort Exhortations, or by 
way of Prayer, what thou haſt, may be 
from thy Gift, not then doubting, but thou 
mayſt be inſtrumental of Good to them thou 
G viſiteſt: But ſome apprehend, that when 
they are with the Sick, in either Body or 
| Mind, that they muſt be preaching, pray- 
ing, or diſcourſing, perhaps beyond due 
Bounds, which fometimes have proved 
rather a Butthen and Grief to the Afflicted 
than a Comfort. 


And if thou obſeryeſt in any a Weine 
or an undue Liberty taken, not ſo agreeable 
to their Profeſſion, unto whom thou find'ſt 
thy Mind engaged to ſpeak by Way of Ad- 
vice or Caution, let it be done in the Spirit 
of Meekneſs and Love, that if poſſible, thou 
mayſt reach the Witneſs in their Minds, that 


what thou ſay'ſt is right. Thus having af 


charged thy Duty as a Miniſter, both in a 
publick and private Capacity, (that is) J 
mean in the Aſſemblies and private Families 


where 


[83] 
where thy-Lot has fallen, thou wilt return 
with great Joy and Conſolation, finding the 
Words of the Royal Prophet fulfilled, He 
that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious 


Seed, ſhall doubtleſs come again with Ryoicng, s. Mal earl. 
* bis Sheaves with him. 


—__ * * 
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Advice to Miniſters in the State of young 
Men, wherein Self-conceit of eee 
and too low Eſtimation of others, may be apt 


to raiſe the Mind above the low and bumble 
State, wherein its Safety only is. 


Shall now conſider our young Miniſter 
as grown to a conſiderable Degree of 
Knowledge and Experience in the Work, 
and in Part to the State of a young Man that 
is ſtrong, in whom the Word dwells more 
plentifully ; and thy Reputation as a Mini- 
ſer growing with thy Gift, thou mayſt now 
be look'd upon in thy own Meeting as a 
Member of ſome weight, to whom thy Bre- 
thren pay a conſiderable Regard ; in which 
State new Trials and Temptations may ariſe, 
and thou mayſt be in as much Danger (in 
ſundry Particulars) if not more, to miſs thy 
Way, than when leſs look'd upon, both by 
thyſelf and others. Now thy Friends may 
os to thee for Advice and Counſel under 
their Difficultics, and if thou ſhould'ſt 


Li happen 
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happen to miſtake, and adviſe wrong, thou 
wilt be blamed, and the Hurt ſuſtained by 
following thy Counſel will be laid upon thee 
as an Excuſe to themſelves, thus: Tf ſuch 
an one had not adviſed me to it, I ſhou'd not 
| havedone it; and this may bring ſome Unea- 
ſineſs upon thee, very hard to bear without 
Reſentment, and endeavouring to vindicate 
thy Advice given as ſuitable at that Time, 
laying the Blame (if any) on the Miſmanage- 
ment of the Perſon adviſed : Sometimes a 
ſmall Spark of Contention thus kindled, hath 
riſen to a Flame: To avoid which, be very 
cautious in giving Advice in difficult Caſes, 
without very good Grounds for what thou 
ſayſt, and adviſe the Parties to conſult thoſe 
of greater Experience and Judgment, to 
cxcuſe thy meddling therein; ſo wilt thou 
be free from Blame on all Hands; but yet 


I Wou'd not have thee peremptorily to refuſe 


hearing the Complaints of Perſons under 
Trouble, that may really want Advice and 
Help ; but when thou haſt heard, confider 
if their Trouble doth ariſe from any Miſ- 
underſtanding on any Account, and whether 
ſome Way can't be found out for their 
Relief, by Mediation and Perſwaſion of 
Perſons not concerned in the Matters under 
Diſpute. Thus mayſt thou be inſtrumental 
an m Peace, without dipping into the 
Matter, which is the chief Cauſe of Com- 
plaint, and this will add to thy Credit as an 
uſeful Member in the Body. ä 


Next, 


18531 
' Next, thou mayſt now appear with. more 
Boldneſs in thy Miniſtry, which if not duly. 
temper'd with Modeſty, Humility, Wiſdom 
and Meekneſs, may render thee unpleaſant 
to the Ears of them that hear thee, and more 
eſpecially, if thy Doctrine ſhould, favour 
more of the Man than it did in Time paſt, 
when thou appeared in the Innocency and 
Infancy of the Miniſtry: And this Conduct 
may raiſe up ſundry of the Meeting to watch 
over thee; with a View to have ſomething 
to lay hold of to thy Prejudice, yet intend- 
ing (at leaſt pretending) thy Good, to in- 
ſtruct thee better, and humble thee ; ; and 
then if thou doſt miſtake or miſapply any 
Scripture, or drop any thing that may not 
ſeem ſafe to be ſtood by in thy. Preaching, 
it may be handed about (if thou art high 
and uneaſy at Reproof) from one to another 
_ privately, until it comes to thy Knowledge, 
and thou mayſt then find it hard to live 
under it (more eſpecially) if thou art of a 
vindictive and high Spirit, not able to bear 
Con:radiction and Reproof, as becomes a 
Miniſter of Chriſt ; it will therefore be 
prudent to conſider thy natural Temper and 
Diſpoſition of Mind, endeavouring to keep 
thyſelf under Subjection to the mortifying 
5 the Croſs, that thy Doctrine may 
be adorned with Meekneſs, and alſo ſeaſoned 
with Goſpel Salt : In this State judicious 
Friends will love and vindicate thy Service ; 
but if thou giveſt way to thy own Spirit, 


and i in the Heat thereof attempteſt to mini- 
ſter, 
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ſter, and vindicate thyſelf over the Heads 
of thy offended Friends, this will render 
thy Doctrine unpleaſant to the Ear, and 
bring thee under more Diſgrace; and find- 
ing thyſelf under a Slight, and in ſome 
degree of Contempt with and among thy 
Brethren, take Care that thou doſt not 
unawares (in the Heat and Height of thy 
own Spirit, which is not able to bear evil 
Report) begin to chide, and think to threaten 
them into a better Temper, by blaming 
their Conduct in thy Preaching as directly as 
the Caſe will bear. Aſſure thyſelf, that this 
Conduct and Behaviour will be a direct Way 
to turn all their Hearts againſt thee as one 
Man. Thus, inſtead of gaining on them, 
and removing the Cauſe of Offence, it will 
be more eſtabliſhed, and grow much more 
difficult to remove for the future, being thus 
fixed by thy imprudent Conduct. Some I 

have in my Time known, from ſo ſmall a 
Beginning as is before deſcribed, grow (in 
Bitterneſs and Envy, occafioned by ſpiritual 
Pride, and Self-conceit) to ſuch a Head, as 
Have in Time rendred them (who in their 
Beginning were eſteemed as Miniſters) alto- 
gether uſeleſs, and they have degenerated by 
degrees ſo far, as to become Enemies to the 
Society, and have left it under great Preju- 
dices, in Bitterneſs doing all their degenerate 
Minds might dictate, to render the Society 
contemptible, and its Principles odious ; 
which is a dreadful Thing to happen to any 
one that hath ever had a Part of this divine 


Minſtry ; 


LL 

Miniftry ;, it is therefore highly needful for 
us, to learn 70 know ourſelves, and to keep in 
it daily, and not to forget and loſe the Senſe 
of the Imperfections and Defects in the na- 
tural Conſtitution of our own Minds; and 
if we find ourſelves of an imperious, inſult- 
ing, proud Temper, by Nature, let us mind, 

that Pride goes before Deſtruction, and an 
haughty (unforgiving) Spirit before a Fall ; 

uneaſy at Aﬀronts, and not able to endure 
evil Reports, without uſing Endeavours to 
vindicate our Honour at all Events, not 
conſidering what our great Maſter ſuffered 
for us, to bring us to the Knowledge of 
himſelf. 1 ſay, if we by Nature are fo in- 
clined as above, how carefully ought we-to 
keep a Watch againſt that weak Part we ſee 
in ourſelves, praying with Sincerity, that 
our Minds may be daily improved by 4 
divine Cultivation through the Spirit, that 
that great Change may be known upon us, 


ſpoken of by the Prophet Jaiab: The Wolf in. xi. . 


ſhall dell with the Lamb, and the Leopard 
ſhall he down with the Kid; and the Calf, 
and the young Lion, and the Patling togetber, 
and a little Child ſhall lead them. This is 
that Diſpoſition and Subjection of Mind 
that we ought to wait daily to be kept under, 


by the Spirit, v/z. If we by Nature are like 


the Wolf, Leopard or Lion, at any Time, 
and that Nature appears in us, this by the 
meek Spirit of Feſus ought to be always 
kept under Subjection and Government; 
for tho we may have known our natural 
Tempers 


[38] 

Tempers ſubdued in a great degree, at our 

firſt ſetting out in the Miniſtry, by the 
_ Croſs and Power of Chriſt, yet if there be 
not a daily abiding under that Power, our 
natural Inclinations and Tempers may pre- 
vail again to our Hurt, and the bleſſed Effect 
of that Subjection to the Spirit, ſpoken of 
by the Prophet, we ſhall not experience, vig. 
1a xi, 9. They ſhall not hurt, nor deſtroy in all my 

holy Mountain, for the Earth 2 be full 
of "the Knooleds e of the Lord, as the Waters 
cover the Sea, It is therefore needful to 
watch daily againſt every thing in ourſelves 
that will hurt our Service, and render our 
Miniſtry unprofitable, by letting in any 
Refentment or Heart-burning againſt any 
Friend, for a real or ſuppoſed Affront, that 
may have been put upon us by them ; con- 
fidering, that nothing can hurt us that is 
either ſaid or reported, tho' with ever ſo ill 
2 Deſign againſt us, if we are in our Places, 
and innocent of the Things reported. I fay, 
ſuch Things can't be hurtful to us, unleſs 
we make them ſo to ourſelves by OR 

Reſentment, being influenced thereb 

preach and entertain an Aſſembly with our 
rivate Reſentment, endeavouring to revenge 
the ſuppoſed Injuſtice done us 1n this publick 
manner; not conſidering the Force of our 
Mat, v. 23, Saviour's Caution in this Caſe : Therefore 
rf thou bring thy Gift to the Altar, and there 
remembreſt * "thy Brother hath ought againſt 
thee ; leave there thy Gift before the Altar 
and go thy Way, frſt be reconciled to thy. 
Brother, 


» 


Ii 
Brither, and then come and offer thy Gift, 
The Sum of which, to our Purpoſe is this, 
that we undertake not the Work of the 
Miniſtry under the Influence of any Reſent- 
ment, or private Pique in our Minds againſt 
any Brother, but that the fole Motive and 


| Influence of our Miniſtry ought to be our 
Love to God, and the Souls of Men; and 


by divine Inſpiration to labour therein with 
Diligence and Sincerity to promote Faith in 
the Earth, by ſtirring up their Minds to live 
a pious and godly Life : And as our Stand- 
ing and Labour is in this Love, we need not 


fear but our Service will be both honourable 


and acceptable where we live: And in this 
Temper of Mind we ſhall be capable to 
receive Inſtruction (and not think ourſelves 
above it, which is a very dangerous State) 
and if Reproof ſhou'd be given us in a 
wrong Mind, we being in a right one, may 
reap Good by what is not ſo intended for us. 


In this Temper of Mind we ſhall fee our 


Water turned into Wine, and all our Bitters 
made ſweet to us; * and as before obſerved, 
all Things will work together for our Good, 
becauſe our Standing is in the Love and 
Fear of God, and in it we labour by Inſpi- 
ration, as Ambaſſadors of Chriſt, to make 
foll Proof of our Miniſtry for the Con- 
vincing of Gainſayers, that they may be 


reconciled unto God, and to build up the 


Believers in that moſt holy Faith, the Fruit 
whereof 1s Righteouſneſs and godly Living. 


M —. Bat 
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But if thou art of a meek, modeſt and 
baſhful Temper, that is backward, not will- 
ing to put thyſelf forward, but by a mean 
and low Eſteem that thou entertaineſt of 
thy own Gift and Service, thou putteſt more 
Value on every Body's Performance than thy 
own, this will (if not temper'd with a 457 
gree of Ardency to do thy Day's Work in 
the Day Time) do thee much Hurt, and 
very much hinder thy Improvement and 
Growth in thy Gift; for which Reaſon, it 
is really necdlal to have a good Value for 


the Git received, (mark for the Gzf?, not 


for ourſelves) but then this good Liking that 
we have of oyr Gifts and Services, ought to 
be temper'd with Judgment and Modeſty, 
otherwiſe it may lead to Self-conceit and _ 
| Imprudence, which are bad Ingredients in 
the Minds of Preachers, and will be apt to 


render them both contemptible and trouble- 
ſome 1 in their Conduct. 


But ſome are 1 repining, and think- 
ing meanly of their Gifts and Services, which 
is a wrong Mind; and where it prevails, 
will do Hurt, and hinder our Improvement 
and Growth : We ought to conſider, that 


every Gift of God is good, and ought to be 


regarded as ſuch ; and he or ſhe that hath 
the ſmalleſt and leaſt Degree of a Gift in 
the Miniſtry, as they wait in it, and mind 
to keep to it, and neither on the one hand 
go before it, nor on the other neglect it, 
but caretully mind the Openings of it, and 

follow 


* 
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follow its Leadings, they will in due Time, 
by Experience find an Enlargement both of 
Matter and ſpiritual Underſtanding, which 
will give them great Encouragement to go 
on. I have known ſundry ſuch become 
able Miniſters, and of very great Service in 
the Church'; and I have known others, as 
well as myſelf, that have begun very poor, 
and ſeemed contemptible and mean in the 
Eyes of their Friends, nay, have been ad- 
| viſed to defi, as not being called to that 
Work, nor qualified for ſuch Service; 
which is very wounding and diſcouraging: 
in which Time ſome kind ſympathing Aguil- 
la or Priſcilla have been concerned to heal 
the Wound, by inſtructing more perfectly in 
the Way of the Miniſtry, by giving proper 
Advice and Encouragement'to go on in the 
Work, under the Government of the divine 
Spirit, with a meek and humble Conduct; 
adviſing on the one hand, not to take too 
much Notice of what others may ſay in dif- 
praiſe of thy Service, but endeavouring to 
remove their Objections by a prudent Beha- 
viour; nor on the other, too much regard- 
ing What may be ſaid in Commendation 
thereof: for without exerciſing Judgment, 
the former may caſt down too much, and 
f the latter may exalt the Mind above its Place. 


How ſafe cerefors is it to ont in our 
Gifts, under the Power and Influence of 
divine Love, which will take all Things in 
good Part, whether it be Praiſe or Diſpraiſe, 

M 2 and 


1 1 


and not be moved by either out of our 
Place. Thus will Malice be overcome by 
Love, and we ſhall receive Advantage, even 
from them that intend us none; being like- 
wiſe guarded againſt that Poiſon which Flat- 
tery and Commendation carries. with it to 
weak Minds, for ſome can't bear to be com- 
mended, even when they deſerve it, without 
receiving Hurt by it, taking that Honour.to 
themſelves which is only due to their Gifts: 
And being diſguſted if they have not Com- 
mendation and Praiſe, ſuppoſing themſelves 
injured without it, and rather than not have 
it, —_ will ſeem by a kind of Enquiry, 
'to beg it, and endeavour by either finding 
Fault with, or commending their Service, 
to draw Praiſe from others. Whoever fall 
into this Practice, ſhew. great Weakneſs ; 
and it is a plain Indication, ſuch are not in 
the Simplicity of the Goſpel 3. for whoever 
abide in that, ſeek not — nor their 
own Honour, but the chief Thing they 
have in View is the Honour of God, and 
the Good of all Men, that their Miniſtry 
may bring Honour to him that has called us 
to ar; and Virtue. 


fs There are yet ſome Things further to be 


remarked, relating to our Conduct in our 


Wn Families, Meetings, and Neighbourhood, 
both in a religions and civil Capacity,” which 
thall be the Oo of the next Chapter. = 


char. 
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Menon Advi ces 70 Ma rriage, Trade, 
and an unblameable Conduct. 


18 48:15 F 
TE will conſider our Miniſter now as 
one inclining to Marriage, and to 
ſettle ad have a Family, with Buſineſs 
and Trade in the World; in which State of 
Life there are many Dangers and Snares, 
which we ought to guard againſt, and care- 


fully mind our Conduct therein; and that 


1 may be the more intelligible, 1 ſhall treat 
=_ = whole nalen thein: _ Heads fol- 
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Ach. Thy Conduct in thy own Meeting, 5 


boch as a Mi niſter and Elder, 


= N rt. then, In thy Courtſhip c or chiles 
— well conſider the Object of thy 
Affections, let not thy Mind out after what 
bogs or the hath, but rather regard what they 


are, 
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and Religion: A good — _— in 
both Sexes being much preferable to Wealth, 
and more eſpecially, when 'tis cultivated 
and made better by Religion. 


Now "this being a Matter of tent Confe- 


quence, requires a ſerious Thought, and 


cloſe Examination in our own Minds, that 


we may not be deceived by any falſe Gloſs, 


Report! or Appearance; but thou ſhould” f 
natrowly examine the noving Cauſe of thy 


Iaclinations, that ſo thou mayſt with Safety 
and Caution begin thy Suit, or accept ſuch 


a2 Offer, if a Virgin. Thus, when thy 
Mind is fix'd, and thou art reſolved to pro- 


a good — by firſt adviſing with ſuch 


as may be thy true and hearty Friends, be- 


fore thou makeſt any Offer, or rebeiveſt one, 
fo as to join in with any Propofal. on that 
Account, and if they agree with thee, this 
will add to thy: Satisfaction; but if by 


Reaſons and . Arguments they endeavour 


40 difluade thee; be not above Advice in this 
(or any other Affair) but give Ear to good 
Counſel; but if no Objection ariſes, then 
2 
Guardians, before any Propoſal is made to 
the Object of thy Choice; and having thus 
paved thy Way, thy Work will be much 
cafier) afterward: then proceed deliberately, 
that thou mayſt give no juſt” Cauſe of 
eva aa in thy . bus that thy Mar- 


riage 


q 


_ ceed, begin where thou oughteſt, and be 


* thyſelf for Conſent to — or 


—— 


hl 
riage may be compleated, With a good: Re- 
putation both to thy own,! and Feicnds Sa- 
tisfaction, and this will add to thy Credit as 
a Miniſter ; But when. this is over, and thas 


art married, thou muſt expect new; Exer 


ciſes, under which. thy Faith 4d Patience 
may be Golly proyed, net Da”, 


Secondly, Therefore look well i to n 


duct i in thy own Family, that thou mayſt 
keep all Things ſweet and honourable there- 
in: Many are the Temptations we are in 
danger to receive Hurt by, ſuch as aſpiriag 
too high in our Living, aiming to have all 
other Matters ſuiting thereto, viz. our Fur- 
niture for our Houſes, Cloaths, &c. which 
if aboye our Ability to ſupport, will bring 
upon us a Train of Inconveniencies, not 


eaſily to * ſurmounted. And ſuch who are 


of —— Circumſtances, who have travelled in 
the Miniſtry, or may travel, ſecing ſo many 
various Ways of Living, may receive Hurt, 
if they, do not carefully confider their own 
Circymſtances and Ability; fuch- ſhould not 
mind high Things, but being ſubject to their 
own low Eſtate, .ſhould content themſelves 
to live and appear according as they can af- 
ford, not endeavouring to live above their 
Ability, becauſe they will come as near in 
Imitation as they can to ſuch who are above 
them ; but rather let our Income be the Rule 
and Government of our Expences in living; 
for if our Expence go beyond our Income, 


we Gall ſoon be hurt ; but if within, we 


are 
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are ſafe: And altho' this parſimonious Way 
of Living may, by ſuch as know not our 
Eſtate, be blamed, and we may be eſteem- 

ed too near, and cloſe; ; yet as we take' Care 
to keep a Conſcience juſtly void of Offence 
both towards God and Men, we are ſafe ſo 
far. And thoſe who are favoured with 
better Circumſtances in this World, ſhould 

not live in Pride and Exaltation, but walk 
in Homility and Godly Fear, and let their 
Moderation in Eating and Drinking, in 

Furniture and Apparel, and in all other Re- 
ſpects, be known unto all Men; and what 
Superfluity they have, above what may be 
ſufficient for themſelves and Families, to be- 
ſtow in doing Good to all, but eſpecially to 
the Houſhold of Faith; and by thus uſing 
the Bleſſings of Providenee, they will be as 
Lights in the World, or as a City ſet upon a 
Hill, which cannot be hid, but will ſhine 


forth to the Praiſe of our great Maſter, and 


they at laſt be entitled to the bleſſed Sen- 
tence, or Invitation of thoſe who have 7e 
the Hungry, clothed the Naked, and viſited 
tbe Priſoner, which is, Enter into the Foy 
ef thy Lord, to dwell i in bis Preſence for ever. 


Next, if thou: haſt Children, a ur 
to train them up in the Nurture and Admo- 
nition of the Lord, and in a plain, exemplary 
Dreſs, diſcouraging in them every Thing, 
both in their Dreſs and Diſcourſe, that ap- 
pears inconſiſtent with 'that Plainneſs which 


a Miniſter's Children ought to appear in, 


that 


4 
A 


971 


that they may be exemplary to others, en- 
deavouring early to inculcate in their Minds 
ſuch Principles of Religion and Truth, as 
frequently are held forth in the Holy Scrip- 
| tutes, which as ſoon as they are capable to 
read, accuſtom them to, and endeavour to 
wake them take Pleature therein, by explain- 
ing ſuch Portions thereof as may ſuit their 
Capacities, that as they advance in Age, they 
may in Knowledge: And this is the Method 
to train up a Child in the Way that he ſhould 
walk, But Education, though with the 
ſtricteſt Care and Tenderneſs adminiſtred, 
will not anſwer what ſome expect from it, 
as to the grounding of Youth in true Religion 


and faving Faith; for nothing ſhort of the 


Work of Grace in the Heart, the new Birth, 
and the waſhing of Regeneration by the Word, 
can make a found and right Chri/tian, and 
a true Miniſter ; We do not come to theſe 
Attainments, by a natural Inheritance of 
Birth-right from our Parents, but by a ſpi- 
ritual Relation; for we muſt be born again, 


before we can ſee tne Kingdom of God: 


And the explaining and opening theſe divine 
Truths to them, as they are capable to receive 
and underſtand the ſame, will be the beſt 
Part of their Education, and may ſtand for 
a Witneſs of our Care againſt their Folly, 
when we are gone ; for which Cauſe it be- 
hoves us, that we encourage in them every 
Appearance of Virtue, and diſcourage every 
Vice which human Nature is liable to: Add 


to this, a religious Care over thy Servants 


N 5 next 
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next to thy Children, that they may, by thy 
good Advice and Example in thy Family, 
be improved in Virtue ; and be a good Ex- 
ample both to thy Family, and others alſo, 
in diligently attending religious Meetings, 
with as many of them as thou canſt with 
Conveniency take with thee ; thus wilt thou 
be exemplary to the reſt of the Meeting. 


It may be thy Lot to be expoſed to Syuf- 
ferings tor the Teſtimony of a good Con- 
ſcience, which thou ought'ſt to be very 
careful to maintain for thy own Peace, 
landing faithful therein, not at all doubting 
that a Bleſſing will attend thee, if thou art 
upright. And if thou art impriſoned for the 
ſame, this may prove a cloſe Trial both to 
thee and thy Wife; and for this Reaſon, 
if ſhe is uneaſy, and hath not Faith and 
Courage to ſtand ſuch a Shock, give her all 
the Encouragement thou art capable of, leſt 
through Weakneſs ſhe be prevailed upon, by 
any indirect Compliance with thy Adverſary, 
to make the Matter up, which will be a 
Hurt to thy Miniſtry, and an evil Example 
to thy Brethren ; both which ought with a 
prodent and due Care to be guarded againſt. 


Add to this, thy charitable Diſpoſition in 
contributing to the Poor, and other publick 
Services in the Society, with thy Brethren ; 
in which thou ought'ſt to be as good an Ex- 
ample as thy Ability will admit, being rather 
above than under, endeavouring to fave it 

another 


* 
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another way in thy Expences; for although 
we encourage Charity and a publick Spirit 
by Words to others, yet if we do not con- 
5 — them by our Example, they will be of 
little Force. And though I have recom- 
mended a cloſe and parſimonious Way of 
Living, prudently conducted, yet I „ 
have thee, in thy Adminiſtrings to the 
Poor, appear generous and noble, thy Abi- 


lity conſidered; and this will add. an 
to thy Gift. 5 


But perhaps the World may 3 upon 
thee, and thou mayſt find Things run croſs; 
this may much hinder thy Generoſity in Acts 
of Charity, and by this thy Mind may be 
much diſtreſſed; and unleſs thou art very 

careful in keeping thy Heart cloſe to thy 
Gift, being inward with the Lord, praying 
that thy Faith and Patience fail not, thou 
wilt meet with ſome Diſcouragement; but 
if thou remaineſt faithful, thou wilt find 
this will prepare and fit thy Mind to ſpeak 
more feelingly to others in the like State; 
although it is very hard to behave under ſuch 
Trials as becomes a Miniſter, without a cloſe 
Attending on our Gifts in Meekneſs and Fear. 
Let us therefore conſider, that ſuch Trials 
are by the Kindneſs of Providence ſometimes 
ſuffer'd to come upon us for our Good, (to 
prepare us to ſpeak to others with a better 
Effect) and to prove our Faith and Patience, 
as it is written, Behold I have refined thee, 
but not with Silver: 1 have choſen thee in the ie 


N T | Furnace _ 
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Furnace of Afliftion, This Diſtreſs may 


wear off, and Things in a ſhort Time may 
aſſume another Face: Then beware of be- 


ing exalted; for as Affliction and Poverty, 


without Faith and Patience, can't be borne 
without receiving Hurt; fo Proſperity, with- 
out Humility in a ſteady Attention upon 
God in our Gifts, will have the like Effect 
upon us. This brings me to the third 
| Head, relating to thy Conduct amongſt thy 
Neighbours in Trade and Commerce. 


Trade is ſometimes very dangerous, and 
apt to deceive the Mind, by influencing it 
with Hopes of more Gain, to launch out be- 
yond our Strength and Capacity I there- 
fore have ever found it moſt ſafe, to bound 
my Extent in Trade by my Stocſt, and as that 
increaſed, the other might with much more 
Safety. Thus I carefully avoided going be- 
 yond my Strength, which would render it 
Impoſſible for me to keep my Word and 
Promiſe in Payments; for I ſaw this brought 
me under ſuch a Neceflity, that I could not 
buy, neither ſell ſo well, but ſometimes muſt 
_ raiſe Money (by ſelling at a low Rate, under 
the Market) or elſe hurt my Credit in Pay- 
ments; I therefore took this Method : when- 
ſoever I contracted for a Parcel of Goods, 
firſt to confider what Pay I could mak? before 
I made an Agreement, and then bought as 
cheap as I could, for ſuch Credit as we Sod 
agree upon ; and when it ſo happen'd, (as 


ſometimes it did) that I found, without bor 
Towing. 


C 
P 


[10r} 
rowing I could not pay as I promiſed, (which 
is the Lite of Trade) then a little before the 


Day came, I went and told my Dealer how 


it was with me, yet nevertheleſs, it Neceſſity 
call'd for the Money, I would provide it 
by the Time, but hoping by ſuch a Day I 


could make Payment of my own Strength, 


if he could ſtay ſo long. And by this Con- 


duct, I found a Readineſs in all my Dealers 


to favour me as deſired, if no great Neceffity 
did prevent it. And thus by degrees I in- 
creaſed both my Stock and Trade, proceed- 


ing in it both with Repute and Honour ; and 


on this Account I became more taken Notice 
of, and my Company by ſome more deſired, 
which I ſoon found would grow upon me 
to my Hurt, if a Stop were not put to it; 
and above all, I found it very dangerous to 


meddle with frong Liquors of any kind, but 


in a very moderate way, eſpecially Drams, 
which have been very hurtful ro the Health 
of ſeveral. I thus endeavoured to ſteer my 
Courſe as inoffenſively as I could in Trade 
and Commerce, by keeping my Word and 


Promiſe in Payments, which added much 


to my Credit. 


Laſtly, In thy own Meeting be a good 
Example to attend in Seaſon, at the Hour 


appointed, both on Firſt and Week Days, 


with as many of thy Family as can be 
ſpared; and when there, do not attempt 
either to preach or pray without ſome degree 
of divine Love, begot by the Spirit, to in- 

3 ſpire 
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fpire thee to it ; for by the Word of Life 
we muſt be qualified, before we can either 
preach or pray to Advantage. Some think, 
through a miſtaken Judgment, that they 
muſt be doing ſomething every Meeting, 
(like the Preachers of the Letter, who muſt 
either be ſinging, preaching or praying all 
the Time) and by ſuch a Conduct they loſe 
their Intereſt and Place in the Hearts of 
Friends by too long and too frequent Appear- 
ing in both Preaching and Prayer: For the 
avoiding of which, keep cloſe to thy Gift, 
intently waiting to know thy Place, both 
when to ſpeak and when to be filent ; and 
when thou ſpeakeſt, begin under a Senſe of 
divine Influence, whether it be in Preaching 
or Praying; and without it, do not either 
| preach or pray; for Silent Meetings, tho' a 
Wonder to the carnal and worldly Profeſſors, 
are of great Advantage to the truly Spiritu- 
ally-minded ; and as thou beginneſt with 
the Spirit, keep to it in thy going on, and 
conclude in it, and this will preſerve thee 
from tiring thy Brethren, and cauſing them 
to wiſh for thy Silence: And thus as thou 
beginneſt and goeſt on, in the Openings of 
divine Life, thy Service as a Miniſter in thy 
own Meeting, will be always new and liv- 
ing; thus wilt thou engage the Attention 
of thy Hearers to what thou haſt to declare, 
all which will tend to the Improvement of 
thyſelf, and Edification of thy Brethren, 


Add 
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Add to this, a prudent Conduct in Meet- 

ings of Bufineſs or Diſcipline, and watch 
againſt thy own Spirit and Temper, and by 
no means let them ariſe under Colour of Zeal 
for the Cauſe, that thou mayſt not luſt after 
Power and Rule. In ſome, ſuch a Mind 
prevails, that they are not eaſy without they 
can rule and over-rule their Brethren : But 
if thou keepeſt thy Place in thy Gift, thou 
wilt take thy Friends along with thee, that 
you may go hand in hand in the Work, 
carefully guarding againſt all ſelfiſh and 
private Views, from Reſentment taken a- 
gainſt a Brother or Siſter for any ſuppoſed 
Offence, either againſt thyſelf or any of thy 
Friends; the falling into any little Miſtake 
of this kind, will have a Train of other 
Inconveniencies to attend it, ſuch as making 
Parties, and falling into Divifions, one 
Party againſt another, and oppoſing one the 
other, to the great Hurt of the Society: 
But let us with Diligence watch againſt, and 
diſcourage both in ourſelves, and alſo among 


the Brethren, every Appearance of both = 


 Party-taking and Party-making, and in all 
our Views and Endeavours, fincerely labour 
to promote Unity and Peace; for it rarely 
happens, when ſuch Ruptures fall out in 
Monthly or Quarterly Meetings, but the ſtrong 
and zealous Sticklers on either Side receive 
much Hurt by taking Offence, which in 
a more particular manner hurts Miniſters, 
and makes their Work much more difficult, 
if it does not wholly lay waſte and ſet their 
Service 


5 
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Service aſide; therefore they, in an eſpecial | 
manner, ought to be Mediators, by endea- 
vouring to bring both Parties to an Ag ee- 
ment if poſſible. But I do not mean by this, 
that the Authority of the Diſcipline ſhould 


de broke in upon by unruly and diſorderly 


Spirits, who are unwilling to ſubmit to the 
| Rules and wholſome Doctcines of the So- 
ciety : And where Diſcipline is managed 
with a Bias of Opinion towards this or that 
Party, or any one aims to ſhew Favour a- 
gainſt Truth and Juſtice, in this or that 

Caſe, a Miniſter ought to exert himſelf, im- 
partially aiming at the juſt and right Thing, 
without reſpect to either Perſon or Party; 
for no other kind of Conduct will bear the 
Light ; - but this will ſtand the Teſt, and the 
more tis examin'd, it will appear the bright- 
er ; therefore the Wiſdom of our Diſcipline 
appears in its Moderation, and Juſtneſs in 
its Proceedings, by admitting of Appeals to 
re-examine all Caſes, from the loweſt to our 
| laſt Reſort of Judgment; which is provided 
as a Remedy againſt haſty and raſh Judging, 
without duly examining into the Truth and 
Equity of what they give Judgment in. 

I have enlarged, as ſome may apprehend, 
too much on ſome Heads in this Treatiſe, 
which is ſwell'd under my Pen more than I 
expected; but I could not expreſs my Expe- 
rience intelligibly to my own Underſtanding 
in fewer Words, for which Reaſon, I hope 
my Readers will caſt a favourable Eye upon 
it, not at a Work deſigned for Criticks, 

00 
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or ſuch who are bringing all they read, 
within the narrow Bounds of their carnal 
Reaſoning, and their natural Comprehenſion, 
and will not admit what is not agreeable to 
their Thoughts, to be any other than Fiction 
and enthufiaſtick Whim. — I ſhall now cloſe 
thus: That if we who are concerned as 
Miniſters, conduct ourſelves as is before ad- 
viſed, we ſhall come up pretty near to the 
Pattern the holy Apoſtle has given us in 
2 Cor. Chap. vi. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. Giving 
no Offence in any Thing, that the Miniftry be 
not blamed : But in all 7 hings (or in every 
Condition of Life) approving ourſelves as the 
Miniſters of God, in much Patience in Afitc- 
tions, in Neceſſities, in Diſtreſſes, in Stripes, 
in Impriſonments, in Tumults, in Labours, 
in Watchings, in Faſtings ; by Pureneſs, by | 
Knowledge, by 1 - ſuffering, by Kinaneſs, 
by the Holy Ghoſt, by Love unfeigned, by the 
2 ord of Truth, 55 „ Pa of God, by the 


Armour of Righteouſneſs, on the right Hand | 


and on the left; by Honour and Diſhonour, by 
evil Report and good Report: As Decei vers 
and yet true; as unknown, and yet well known, 
as dying, and behold we live; as chaſtened, 
and not filled; as ſorrowful, yet always re- 
joycing; as poor, yet making many rich; as 
having nothing, and yet poſſe fg all T kings. 
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4 ſhort View of that great ride folemn Duty 
of PR A-Y E _ 


HEN we pray in the PuBLick 
Aſſemblies, or in private Families of 
the Lord's People, we ought carefully to 
guard againſt all Impertinence of Expreſſion, 
and indecency of Sounds or Deportment ; to 
prevent all which, conſider well the Frame 
of thy Heart, that thou art in a meek and 
quiet Diſpoſition, being calm in thy Mind; 
this will keep thee, that the Heat of thy 
own Spirit, in a miſtaken blind Zeal, hurry 
thee not too faſt, without a right Underſtand- 
ing of the Ability receiv'd by the Spirit of 
Prayer; for the ſame Spirit which aſſiſteth 
us in the Miniſtry, will likewiſe in Prayer; 
without the Help of which, we can perform 
neither as we ought. But I have obſerved 
ſome, by a Tranſportof Zeal (rather Paſſion) 
go into a Flow of Words, without a right 
Underſtanding either of their own Spirits or 
of the Spirit of Prayer, but in a confuſed 
manner directing their Matter to the People 
in a way of Preaching, and then to the Al- 
mighty in a way of Prayer, and then return- 
ing again to the People, which hath made 
it very tireſome, and could ſerve no other 
End than to expoſe the Parties concern'd to 
Pity or Contempt, and bring Reproach on 
the Principle they profeſs. Such Conduct 
plainly demonſtrates, that there is want a 
bot 
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both the Spirit and Underſtanding, ſo eſſential 
to the Performance of this ſolemn Duy. 


Our bleſſed Saviour in Mathew vi. having 
firſt ſet the falſe and fictitious Prayer in a 
true Light, teaches his Diſciples their Duty 
herein, Verſe 9. ſaying, After this manner 
therefore pray ye; and then lays down that 

molt beautiful and comprehenſive Prayer. 
But with how little Thought, Confideration 
or Seriouſneſs, is it frequently repeated by 
ſundry that uſe it? I am fearful it is little 
better in many, than taking the Lord's Name 
in vain. It therefore ought to be ſeriouſly 
conſider'd by all, that in uſing that, or any 
other Prayer, they are in ſome Degree qua- 


8 Iified by the Spirit ſo to do, whether it be in 


publick or in private; for publick Prayer, 
ſometimes is adapted to beſeech the Divine 

Majeſty to confirm by his Word the various 
Branches of Doctrine that may have been 
before deliver'd, and to ſtrengthen that Faith 
begot by the Goſpel preached, and to increaſe 
Vigour in the pure Mind ſtirred up in the 
Hearers, by the Inſpiration of the divine 
Word. The royal P/almi/ prayed the Lord, 

P/al. li. 15. ſaying, O Lord, open thou my 
Lips, and my Mouth ſhall ſhew forth thy 
Praiſe. And when our Lips are thus opened, 
this is the right Qualification to true Prayer ; 
and it will edify and comfort the Hearers 
who are alive to God, ſo that the Right- 
minded will all ſay A MEN. 
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It is thought not unſcaſonable upon this Occa- 


ſion to revive the following Advice, taken 


from WILLIAM EpMUNDSON's Works. 


: Concerning Offerings, that are offer” d z God 
in Prayer and Supplication. 


HE Offerings, that are acceptable to 
God muſt be offer'd in Righteouſneſs, 
and with clean Hearts and Lips : For the 
Lord is. Pure and Holy, and will be ſancti- 
fied of all that comes near him, and his 
| Worſhip is in Spirit and in Truth; where- _ 
fore Prayer, Supplication and Addreſſes to 
God, being a ſpecial Part of his Worſhip, 
muſt be performed in Spirit and Truth, with 
a right Underſtanding, ſeaſoned with Grace, 
and with the Word of God, even as the 
Sacrifices under the Old Covenant were to : 
be brought and offer'd in clean Veſſels, ſea- 
ſon'd with Salt and with Fire: 80 all now-?)C 
under the New Covenant, who approach ſo 
nigh to God, as to offer an Offering in 
Prayer, muſt have their Hearts ſprinkled 
from an evil Conſcience, and their Bodies 
waſhed in clean Water, and ſanctified with 
the Word of God, and their Senſes ſeaſon'd 
with his Grace and Spirit in divine Under- 
ſtanding, and muſt offer that which is 
ſound and pertinent, which the Spirit makes 
known to be needful, whoſe Interceſſion is 
acceptable, 


. 
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acceptable, as a ſweet ſmelling Sacrifice in 


the Noſtrils of God, and a Savour of Life 
_ unto Life, and of Death unto Death, tho' in 
Sighs, Groans, or few Words, being ſound, 
pithy, and fervent : For the Lord knows the 
Mind of the Spirit, that makes Interceſſion 
to him, who hears and graciouſly anſwers. 


And now all are to be careful, both what | 


and how they offer to God, who will be 


ſanctified of all that come near him, and is 


a conſuming Fire, who conſumed Nadaband 


Abihu that offered ſtrange Fire, though they 
were of the High Prieſt's Line. And there 
may be now Offerings in Prayer and Suppli- 
cation, in long Repetitions of many Words, 
in the Openings of ſome Divine Illumina- 
tions, with a mixture of Heat and Paſſion of 
the Mind, and Zeal beyond Knowledge, 
and in this Heat, Paſſion and forward Zeal, 
run on into many needleſs Words and long 
Repetitions, and ſometimes out of Supplica- 
tion into Declaration, as though the Lord 
wanted Information ; ſuch want the Divine 
| Underſtanding, and go from the Bounds 
and Limits of the Spirit and Will of God, 
like that forc'd Offering of King Saul, 
which Samuel called fooliſh, and the ſtrange 


Fire and forc'd Offering, offer what comes 


to hand, and laviſh all out, as if there were 
no Treaſury to hold the Lord's Treaſures, 
that may open and preſent to View at Times, 
for their own Benefit; ſo ſuch in the End 
coming to Poverty and Want, fit down — | 
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the ary: and barren Ground: Wherefore all 
are to know their Treaſury, and treaſure u | 
the Lord's Openings, and try the Spirit by 
which they offer, that they may know the 
Lord's try'd Gold, and not mix it with 
Droſs or Tin, and know his Stamp, Hea- 
venly Image, and Superſcription ; and not 
counterfeit, waſte or laviſh it out, but mind 
the Lord's Directions, who will call all to 
an Account, and give to every one according 
to their Deeds, and all the Churches ſhall 
know, that he ſearches the Heart and tries 
the Reins. 


. As under the Old Covent there was 
the Lord's Fire, that was to burn continu- 
ally on the Altar, and received the acceptable 
Offerings : So there was ſtrange Fire, which 
was rejected, and the Offering that was 
offered therein, And now in the New 
Covenant there is a true Fervency, Heat and 
Zeal, according to the true Knowledge of 
God in the Spirit and Word of Life, that 
dies not out, in which God receives the ac- 
ceptable Offerings : So there is alſo a wrong 
Heat of Spirit, and Zeal without true Know- 
ledge, that with Violence through the Paſ- 
fion of the Mind, and Forwardneſs of 
Deſire, runs into a multitude of needleſs 
Words, and long Repetitions, thinking to 
be heard for much Speaking, but it is reject- 
ed, and is a Grief, Burthen and Trouble to 
ſenſible weighty Friends, who fit in a divine 
Senſe of the TR and Movings of the 
| Lord's 
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Lord's . Spirit, in which they have Salt 
to favour withal ; though the affectionate 
Part in ſome, who are not ſo ſettled in that 
Divine Senſe, as to diſtinguiſh between Spirit 
and Spirit, 1s raiſed with the Flaſhes of this 
wrong Heat, and long Repetitions, which 
augments the Trouble of the Faithful and 
Senſible, who are concerned for the Good 
and Preſervation of all. | 


We read that the Prieſts of Baal, in their 
Offerings, were earneſt, hot and fierce, and 
cut themſelves, making long Repetitions 


from Morning until Evening, ſo kept the 


People. in Expectation to ſmall Purpoſe ; 
but Elijab, having repaired the Lord's Altar, 
and prepar'd his Offering, in a few ſcafibla 
Words (pertinent to the Matter and Service 
of the Day and Time) prayed thus in the 
| Spirit and Power of God: 


Lord God of Abraham, Iſaac, and f1 Iſrael, 
let it be known this Day, that thou art G 
in Iſrael, and that I am thy Servant, and 
that I have done all theſe Things at thy Ward. 
Hear me, O Lord! hear me, that this People 

may know that thou art the Lord God, and 

that thou haſt turn d their Hearts back again: 
which the Lord heard and anſwered. 80 
here a few ſenſible Words, with a good 
Underſtanding (without needleſs nn, 
were Prevaicnt with God. 


And 
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The Twelfth of the 
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And our Saviour Chriſt Jeſus, when he taught 
his Diſciples to Pray, bade them not be like the 
Hypocrites or Heathen, who uſed many Repelitions, 


4d thought to be heard for their much Speaking : 
Therefore, ſaith he, be not ye like unto them, for 
your Father knoweth what Things you have need of 


before you aſk him. And the Prayer which he 


taught is full of Matter to the Purpoſe, though 


comprehended in few Words ; and all his Diſciples 


and Apoſtles are to learn of him, and obſerve his 


Directions, and not the Manner or Cuſtoms of 
the Heathen and Hypocrites, in this weighty 
Matter of Approaching nigh unto God with 
Offerings in Prayer and Supplication, 


Our Saviour alſo leſt us a good Example, writ- 
ten for our Learning, when he was under the Senſe 


of drinking that Cup of Sufferings for the Sins of 


all Mankind, and to offer to God that great 

Offering for their Ranſom, he prayed in theſe 
Words : O my Father ! if thou be willing, remove 
this Cup from me; nevertheleſs not my Mill, but 
thine be done. And in giving Thanks, in theſe 


1 Words: 1 thank thee, O Father ! Lord of Heaven 


and Earth, becauſe thou haſt hid theſe Things from 


#be Wiſe and Prudent, and haſt revealed them unto 


Babes, even ſo Father, for ſo it ſeemed good in thy 
Sight. And how many more ſuch like Examples 
are there in the Scriptures, comprehended in few 
Words? Theretore all who approach unto God 
with their Offerings, are to be watchful and 
careful, both what and how they offer under this 
Adminiſtration of the Spirit, and Diſpenſation 
of the New Covenant, | 


I have travelled under a deep Senſe and Concern 
in this Matter for ſome Time. 


ILLI SON, 
—— —*˙ w — 
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